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A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

 

 

 

This was the first Bible verse I ever memorized. I think I received a little trophy for it. I can’t remember my 

Sunday School teacher’s name, but I remember that she was stern, and I was afraid of her. 

So, I memorized this verse. 

And this verse, like so many others, has been weaponized by some who would use it in an exclusive way, 

but I find it beautiful even if it has been misused. I’ve been thinking about it in preparing for Advent, and in 

particular to the question it answers: 

“What do you do to show someone you love them?” 

God’s answer? You show up.  

You show up. 

To be clear, that someone doesn’t have to hear you the way you intend. Sometimes, especially when there 

have been hard feelings in the past, you can show up to show someone you care and be met with disbelief 

or cynicism or even hostility. Sometimes, folks won’t believe you showed up for the reasons you did. Some 

of you are dealing with that right now. 

That’s why it takes a lot of courage to show up. Sometimes showing up can mean rejection; for Jesus, 

showing up meant crucifixion. Showing up can be tough. 

But God shows up. 

This Advent, we’re going to talk a lot about showing up. We’re going to talk and sing and pray about how 

God shows up for us, and about how we have opportunities to walk in God’s Way and show up for others. We 

might even practice this a little bit. 

Sometimes we might want to show up but feel we don’t know how. We don’t know what we might say to 

someone who’s coming to our church the first time, or we might feel awkward visiting someone from 

church who we don’t know very well. We don’t always know how to handle ourselves in service situations. 

We’ll talk about that and maybe learn somethings about how we might be more at ease showing up for 

others.  

You might find that this really resonates with you, or you might find that there are different ways in which 

you show up. Either one is great! If you are the sort of person that would like to show up more both in our 

church and in the community but you need some help in figuring out how to do that well, we’ll have some 

training sessions in January to help build skills and comfort around showing up for others, including things 

like visiting sick and shut-in members of our church. (After all, from the perspectives of angels, we’re all 

shut-ins – limited to our earthly home – so God comes and visits us where we are.) We’ll also work toward 

giving the folks who want to do this more opportunities to do so. These sessions will be led by Don Swartz 

and will be a chance to learn some new skills. We’ll announce the timing of this all as we get into the New 

Year. 

However, for now, I invite you to enjoy and be grateful for a God that comes to you where you are. Not 

because you’re so cool that God can’t stay away, but because God’s love is so overwhelming that God can’t 

stay away.  

You are loved, deeply and fully, exactly as you are. May we all experience that this Advent! 

I’m so very grateful to be your pastor! 

          Ken 

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son,  
that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have eternal life.   
           -John 3:16 



 

 

From the Trustees  - Andrea Rogers  

Here’s an update on some exciting work moving forward in the community and bubbling up for approval  through 

the Trustees.   

The committee to rethink how the Y uses our lower level space has come forward with a promising new approach, 

which opens up new opportunities for the church.  The Day Care hopes to use two of the classroom spaces and 

half of the assembly room weekdays only.  The church will have the use of the other half of the assembly room 

weeknights and all spaces on the weekend.  While there will be some movement of furniture, it will be primarily 

set ups for the church’s assembly needs. A new agreement will also clarify the need to keep stairwells and entry 

ways clear and will clarify outdoor space utilization.  The current lease must be renegotiated in order to start the 

new plan by February.  The congregation will need to vote on reopening that lease at the annual meeting. The 

church members on this working task force are Alison Pierce, Jessica Titcomb, Jonathan Farrell, and Bill Harwood.  

The Financial Futures Committee and its task force for Capital Planning has brought forward a plan for addressing 

various building and capital needs.  They have identified a set of projects to be accomplished in the near term – 

starting in December – using miscellaneous capital funds that have been identified for targeted needs.  These 

projects include the following: 

• New lower level assembly room window replacement and LED lights in the sanctuary, both for energy 

savings 

• Snow/ice guard on the west side roof for safety plus some key roof repairs  

• New refrigerator and shelving for the Perkins Room kitchen 

• New toilets and a sink – Perkins and Office bathrooms 

• New sanctuary pew cushions 

• Shelving and furnishings for the classrooms and spaces shared with the Y 

 

A number of small projects are under consideration by the reconstituted Music Committee chaired by Linda 

Wheeler and it is clear that the organ needs an overhaul. There are some funds to support music endeavors, but 

the organ will need a larger investment, to be determined.  We hope there will be some desire on the part of the 

congregation to supplement current funds for the organ project that will be high on the list for 2020.  One way or 

another, we will need to make it happen. 

Restoration of stonework is an ongoing concern, and our next undertaking will be the West Tower with pointing 

and repair akin to what was accomplished on the East Tower.  Some funds are being held for that purpose with a 

goal of   accomplishing the next phase of stonework in Summer2021.  

Conceptual plans have been developed for an elevator to connect the Perkins Room with the lower level and to 

relocate the office area bathroom into what is now storage space.   The elevator shaft would be on the outside of 

the building with a drop off entry by the current back door entrance. It depends on the city allowing us to make a 

cut through to the Memorial Auditorium driveways, akin to the one used by the Library parking lot. Meetings have 

begun with the city for the driveway, which would be a great help even without the elevator and which is a 

precondition for the elevator.  Such a plan will need further discussion and a campaign to fund it but we need to 

begin the dialogue if we want to accomplish it in the future.   

Of note, the city has granted our request for a new handicapped parking space for South Union Street just before 

the crosswalk at College Street and just beside the ramp to the front doors. The Capital Planning Task Force is 

Frank Willis, Jonathan Farrell, Christine Gordon, Sandy Lindberg, and myself.  

Finally, the Trustees have been careful to manage available and needed resources respectfully and in accordance 

with the congregation's wishes as expressed in annual and other meetings, designated gifts, and the work of our 

many volunteer committees. But we need your continued support for our programs and staff and encourage you to 

send in your pledge for 2020 so we can build next year's budget in December. 

 

Thank you,  

Andrea Rogers, Trustee  



 

 

Children’s Ministry  - Alison Pierce, Children’s Ministry Leader 

BRING YOUR PLASTIC BAGS TO CHURCH!  Now through January . 

I’ve invited kids to come early or stay after church 

for many different reasons, but ‘trashing the church’ 

was a definite first. Folks arrived for worship on 

November 17 to a sanctuary strewn with hundreds 

of plastic bags. Eyebrows were raised, and some 

needed a little reassurance that it was okay to sit 

when they found these crumpled occupants in their 

usual spot. We are privileged in not having to live 

with our own trash, and we are becoming more 

aware of our complicity as we see it ending up 

halfway around the world in downstream, 

impoverished communities. Dotting the landscapes 

of our daily errands and gorgeous Vermont views, 

plastic bags are something we probably try not to 

see. But that is a spiritual gift that kids and church 

have in common: they are good at making the 

invisible visible.       

Our kids and youth are launching a church-wide challenge to help us see the single-use plastic bags invading 

our lives, and to collect them together at church so they can be specially recycled into park benches. I say 

‘invading’ because your stash will quickly grow, even if you are already making an effort with your own re-usable 

grocery bags and local, bulk food containers. Even after the S.133 bill goes into effect in Vermont (hooray!), there 

will be plenty of plastic bags still in the system. Over several Creation Care workshops with the kids talking 

about what matters to them, we came up with this plan that could engage all ages. Ken met with us a couple of 

times as well, helping us to think about these efforts as essentially spiritual. We are connecting with God as we 

take action, living as co-creators who are called to build the world with our loving actions. As Damien (5th gr) 

put it, “God is kind to us and is counting on us to be kind to the earth and each other.” 

Jesus teaches us that mustard seeds matter. Although we know 

that we won’t even make a dent in the world’s plastics crisis, we 

do know that acting upon our cares and our truths changes us. 

And there is a lot of change that needs to happen in order to 

address the heart of the matter – not just the symptoms – that 

has brought our world to climate crisis. The kids express so 

clearly a desire to live in a way that creates a good home for all 

people and all creatures. They see how God’s heart is revealed in 

creation, where interconnectivity and symbiosis is everything. As 

Glendon (kindergarten) would tell you, everything in nature 

helps something else – even a decaying log is a home or food 

for other creatures. “I want everyone to have a home.” 

College Street Church, let’s see what else grows as we grow our 

plastic bags collection! Please take our flyer (back tables in 

church or email me or Jason) to be sure you know what types of bags we can collect (#2 and #4 stretchy bags), 

and what types are no-no’s that will contaminate the batch (there are some exceptions to the rule, you’ll get the 

hang of it!) Bring your bags to church each Sunday through January, to our recycle bin in the narthex. As you take 

these thoughtful moments to sort and save, remember the invitation to make it a spiritual practice. As Ken 

suggested, each bag can be a prayer. Hope comes to life as we re-forge our interconnectedness to one another, 

to nature, and to God.  

Special thanks to Sarah Kulig who helped Jason and me with Creation Care workshops, and to Eva (6th gr) who 

helped launch this movement with her “Say No to Plastics” poster she hung on our church doors one day in 

summer. 



 

 

Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth Ministry Leader 

This month in youth group has been filled with a rainbow of 

experiences, from having fun serving and connecting in the 

community through Burlington’s Trunk or Treat event to 

volunteering and providing a meal at ANEW, to learning more 

about our Jewish neighbors by visiting Temple Sinai for a 

Shabbat service and having Rabbi David show us the Torah, to 

taking a leadership role in the Climate Care Project here at 

church and at home, to having a blast playing Throw Throw 

Burrito (a card matching meets dodgeball game!) and enjoying 

a Sunday morning Friendsgiving meal together. A big thanks 

to the many people who helped make such a rich variety of 

experiences available and possible for our youth! 

 

 



 

 

A Thank You Note…. 
Each Christmas during my childhood, Santa included a box of thank you notes in my stocking, clearly in 

consultation with my mother. My sisters and I were expected to get those thank you notes completed 

by the time we went back to school. A thank you note says you are paying attention and you are 

grateful, my mother reminded us more than once.  

On Stewardship Sunday I was paying attention. I watched as so many of you walked up the aisle to 

place your pledge card in the basket. The aisle was filled with the community passing the peace to 

each other, with warm smiles and happy hugs. The sanctuary was filled with JOY!  

Thank you to all who pledged thoughtfully and with a sense of gratitude for all we share at College 

Street Congregational. If you were not able to join us, please send in your pledge or drop it off in the 

office. We are all stewards. It is up to us to nurture and support our spiritual community one pledge 

card at a time. 

With gratitude and joy, 

Christine Gordon   

Stewardship Committee 

From the Trustees  - Laura Engelken  

WORSHIPPING TOGETHER 

"For where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”  Matthew 18:20 (New Revised 

Standard Version) 

One of the gifts of being a congregation is gathering together weekly for collective worship. It's an opportunity 

to sing, pray, share, ponder, and embody the hope and hospitality we find in Jesus. At College Street, we're 

excited to explore a new way to facilitate this shared experience, one which incorporates more voices and 

perspectives in its planning and implementation.  

Beginning in January and running through the end of May, a Worship Planning Team will meet weekly to co-

create the coming week's service with Ken, or whoever might be giving the message that Sunday. This group of 

approximately 12 individuals will support Ken and/or the reflection leader in thinking through the service. 

Together they will explore the scripture and/or reflection idea for the day, ask questions, make suggestions, and 

offer resources and logistical support. Our Music Director, Eric, along with another staff person, will be core 

members of this group. The Deacons and Church Council will provide representatives and we are also looking for 

other interested individuals from the congregation to help fill out this group.  

To help accommodate folks' busy schedules, all meetings will take place via Zoom, a video conferencing 

platform on the web. Most likely, the meetings will be Monday evenings and will last no more than 90 minutes. 

The plan is that with a large enough group, members (other than church staff) will serve attend 1/2 of the 

meetings – choosing an alternating schedule that works for them. Thus, the time commitment for the Worship 

Planning Team would involve participating in a 90-minute meeting every other week for 5 months and assisting 

on Sunday (if that was needed or desired). 

This idea was proposed by Ken, discussed by the Deacons, and voted/approved by the Church Council. We all feel 

this is a wonderful opportunity to involve more folks in worship planning, as well as to provide support and 

guidance in implementing worship during the time Ken is away on sabbatical. If you or anyone you know might 

be interested in serving on the Worship Planning Team or learning more about the possibility, please talk to 

Laura Labrie or Laura Engelken.  



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 

First Sunday in Advent 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

2 3 

 

7 pm - Deacon’s 
Meeting 

7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

4 5 

 

12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 

 

6:30 pm -   
High Schooler 
Movie 

7 

8 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 - COTS Lunches 

11:45 am - Caring for                           

Aging Love Ones 

9 
 

10 
 
7 pm - Trustee’s 
Meeting 
 
 
 

11 
 

12 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

13 14 

 

3 pm - 

Christmas 

Caroling 

 

6:30 pm Youth 

Christmas Party 

15 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 am - Prayer Shawl 

Group 

3 pm - Solaris Concert 

16 
 

17 
 
6:15 - Burlington 
Transportation 
Group 
 
6:30 pm - Council 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

18 
 
7 pm - Burl. 
Choral Society 
Messiah 
Singalong 

19 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

20 21 

22 
 
10 am - Worship  
 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

 

23 
 

24 
 
Office Closed 
 
7 pm - Christmas 
Eve Worship & 
Pageant 
 
11 pm - Christmas 
Eve Worship 

25 
 
Office Closed 
 
Christmas Day 
 
 

26 
 
 

27 28 
 

29 

10 am - Worship 
 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

30 31 
 
 

Jan 1, 2020 
 
Office Closed  
 
 
 

2 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

3 4 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 
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Stephanie Dorgan Andrea Rogers        
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Youth Ministry Leader:  Jason Vanderlaan 
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