
 

 



A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

“We love because He first loved us.”  

I love this passage. Nestled between a section on being free from fear and an exhortation to love 

each other, this passage points to one of my favorite parts about our faith: our lives are lives of 

gratitude. When we get this whole being human thing right, we’re reacting in response to what 

God has done for us. 

I’ve had many times in my life when I’ve been told “You should…” or “God wants you to…”. (To be 

honest, I think I tell myself that more than anyone else ever has.) I think a lot of us have had it 

ingrained into our psyche that being Christian is about doing the right things so that God will love 

us. It’s never phrased like that, of course, but that’s the message that it is easy to learn.  

I don’t know about you, but guilt and pressure don’t really help me be authentic to who I’m called 

to be. Pressure, in particular, just makes me resentful of the whatever I feel is responsible for the 

pressure. Like our lives aren’t stressful enough! 

But gratitude, on the other hand – that’s a different story. Gratitude makes me want to act. When 

I’m grateful to someone, the most natural thing in the world is to express that somehow. It’s easy 

to be authentic when we are grateful. So many good things come more easily when we’re grateful. 

I know that a number of you have had some difficult times this year, but I also know that even in 

difficult times, you have still expressed gratitude for good things you’ve experienced, even in hard 

times. You bear witness to God’s love for you, and that makes me more grateful of the ways God 

loves us. 

A number of you have had wonderful life changes this year, and gratitude has been easy for you. 

Your joy and gratitude to God for that joy have helped bring life to me and to others. 

I think your gratitude matters. When you’re grateful, you carry a lightness with you that radiates 

out, and we can sense it. When we cultivate gratitude, it changes us in ways that help us connect 

more easily to joy and to others.  

Of course, gratitude is something that we have to cultivate sometimes. We’re wired to see the 

problem, and this is a good survival skill. If we eat a poison berry and get sick, we’re going to 

remember that berry a lot more than all of the sweet ones we’ve had, which protects us from 

eating another poison one. But as helpful as that awareness can be for our physical well-being, I 

think our spiritual well-being benefits from our intentionally savoring and being grateful for the 

sweet berries. 

We love because God first loved us.  

What are some of the ways in which you’ve experienced God’s love recently? What are some of the 

ways in which you’ve seen beauty? What are some of the ways in which you’ve been blessed? What 

are some of the ways in which you’ve experienced hope or joy? 

We’re heading into a busy season, a season that is often replete with “should.” How ironic that in 

the busyness of Thanksgiving, it can be hard to make time to be thankful! I invite us to take time 

– maybe just a few minutes, if that’s all we can afford (though I find I usually can afford more than 

I think I can, once I quit worrying) – and just experience gratitude for what God is doing. Gratitude 

makes being who we want to be so much easier and more natural, I think. 



I’m grateful for many things, but among the top of the list is you. You bear witness to so much joy 

and so much beauty. You are kind and generous, and you offer an openness and a warmth that 

points me to God’s love. To me, you are one of the most obvious ways that God shows love to me, 

and I thank you for that. 

I’m so grateful to be your pastor.         

   Ken 

Financial Futures Committee  - Elaine Hubert 

Update on YMCA Rental and Church Use of the Basement Space 

The Financial Futures Committee was tasked by the Trustees and Council to look at the financial 

challenges facing the church and to start developing possible strategies for dealing with them.  One 

area we were asked to study was rental and church use of the basement space.  The YMCA currently 

rents space in the church basement for part of its Burlington day care operations.  They will be 

expanding these operations with space in their new building being constructed on College Street, 

but wish to continue their programs in the church. 

Having the Y rent space in our basement is useful to the church for two reasons.  First, it is 

consistent with our vision to serve the greater Burlington community and especially children.  The 

crucial need for child care in the area has been highlighted in many news articles.  The Y leaders 

have indicated that the infant and toddler program we house is a loss leader for them; their other 

activities subsidize this work and they provide scholarships for families unable to pay their 

fees.  Second, the Y rental provides important income to our annual budget, estimated to net about 

$30,000. 

At the same time, as the church grows there is greater need for using the large common basement 

space for our church school and youth programs, as well as after-church activities, on the 

weekends.  The Y understands this and has been willing to explore options with us for better space/

furniture/equipment arrangements that would allow us easier weekend use.  A small church sub-

committee (Alison Pierce, Jessica Titcomb, Jonathan Farrell, Bill Harwood) has volunteered to work 

on this and has begun discussions with Y representatives. 

Conversations so far have been very productive and have included possible ways to share space in a 

couple of the classrooms as well as the larger assembly space, thus easing pressure on the 

assembly space and making it more easily accessible on weekends.  The teams are looking into 

options for better storage and mobility of furniture and equipment, and purging/paring down to 

essential items, to come up with a mutually acceptable way to achieve this.  The ideal solution 

would allow the church full use of what it needs for Sunday School, youth programs and after-

church activities, while allowing the Y to meet the needs of its children and care-givers and fulfill 

all regulatory requirements.  Thought is being given to potential designs, costs and a reworking of 

the church's contract with the Y.  The sub-committee hopes to have a proposal ready for further 

discussion with the Trustees, Council and congregation sooner rather than later, so that 

improvements can be made for everyone's benefit.  Stay tuned for further details and discussion of 

these exciting developments, and thank you to the sub-committee for its work so far. 



Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth Ministry Leader 
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And a pumpkin carving night with South        

Hero, First Congregational, and First Baptist! 

 

 



From the Council  - Ben Cadwallader, Member-at-Large 

 

On Sunday, October 27, I attended the biennial Meeting of the Champlain Association of the Vermont 

Conference of the United Church of Christ. Although I’ve been a member of College Street since the mid-

90’s and have been serving on our Church Council for nearly a year now, this was my first time attending 

this meeting. I must admit, I was a little confused even before the meeting started. “Champlain 

Association?” “Vermont Conference?” I needed to do a little digging to understand what I was getting 

myself into… 

For those that already know how the United Church of Christ is organized you can skip this paragraph, but 

I was fascinated to learn that the National UCC consists of nearly one million members from 5,000 

churches throughout America. Then, each state has its own “Conference,” and our Vermont Conference 

consists of 137 churches divided into eight local “Associations:” Addison, Champlain, Grafton/Orange/

Sullivan, Northeast, Southwest, Washington, Windham-Union, and Windsor-Orange. Sunday’s meeting 

brought together approximately 25 delegates from local Association “Champlain #792,” representing 

about a dozen churches throughout Chittenden County. 

After opening remarks and a prayer, we delved into some fairly standard meeting fare: approval of 

minutes, review of finances, committee reports, etc. Debbie Ingram provided a disheartening update on 

Vermont Interfaith Action, informing us that because she voted in favor of a bill supporting women’s 

reproductive rights, a major funder elected to immediately pull a $60k grant from VIA, despite the fact 

that Debbie's vote as State Senator was completely unrelated to her work with VIA. However, our 

Champlain UCC Association voted to make a special one-time gift to help VIA with this unexpected and 

immediate cash shortfall. While it’s disappointing that this funder conflated Debbie’s work as a legislator 

with her position as Executive Director of VIA, she offered some hope with the news that gifts to VIA 

through the end of the calendar year will be matched dollar for dollar by Faith in Action, VIA’s national 

network. I encourage everyone to follow the Champlain Association’s lead and consider supporting VIA 

during this time of need. 

After a few more updates, we moved into what was, for me, the most engaging portion of the meeting: a 

robust discussion on ways in which the United Church of Christ needs to change. We broke out into small 

groups of between three and six individuals representing different churches to address shared challenges 

and proposed solutions. Groups discussed many different ideas, but I was encouraged by the shared push 

to deepen communication between congregations and make our churches more welcoming spaces for all 

generations and identities. 

I’ve been a member of College Street for over 25 years, but this was the first time I really understood how 

our church family at College Street is connected to the other churches in our area, our state, and our 

country. We have much to learn from each other, and I’m hopeful that our Champlain Association can take 

to heart the suggestions of increased collaboration and more porous communication between our 

regional church families. We’ve accomplished so much, yet we still have much to do. And we can all take 

comfort in knowing that our brothers and sisters in Christ from around the state are tackling similar 

challenges with optimism and creativity. For more info on the Vermont Conference visit http://

www.vtcucc.org/. Visit www.ucc.org to learn about the national UCC. 

Holiday Service Auction Coming Soon 

Save the date:  Sunday, November 24, following worship. 

Plan your donation now and fill out the donation form in the back 

of the sanctuary. 



SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

27 

 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

28 29 

 

9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 

 

7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

30 31 

 

12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 - Choir Rehearsal 

Nov 1 2 

Nov 3 
 
All Saints Day and  
   Stewardship Sunday 
 
10 am- Worship 
 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

4 
 

5 
 
7 pm - Deacons 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
 

6 
 

7 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

8 9 

 

7:30 pm - 

Aurora 

Chamber 

Singers Concert 

10 
 
Service - Service Sunday 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 - COTS Lunches 

11:45 am - Caring for                           

Aging Love Ones 

3 pm - Social Band 

Concert 

11 
 

12 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees 
Meeting 
 
 

13 
 

14 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

15 16 
 
2 pm - Bob 
Kelly Memorial 
Service  

17 
 
10 am - Worship with 
New Music Director 
 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 am - Prayer Shawl 

Group 

18 
 

19 
 
6:30 pm - Council 
Meeting  
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
 

20 
 
6:30 pm - 
Christian Dev 

21 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

22 23 
 
7:30 pm - 
Burlington 
Choral Society 
Concert 

24 

10 am - Worship 
 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 am               

Service Auction 

25 26 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

27 
 
 

28 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   Office Closed 

29 
 
 
Office 
Closed 

30 
 
10 am -  
Dressing of the 
Sanctuary 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 
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Church Staff: 

Pastor:  Rev. Ken White 

Children’s  Ministry Leader:  Alison Pierce 

Youth Ministry Leader:  Jason Vanderlaan 

Interim Music Director:  Dawn Willis 
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