
 

 

 
 

      



 

 

A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

This month’s banner is a little late because I’ve been asking Carol to hold it until I could share some 

exciting news about two new staff developments. 

First, Don Swartz, a longtime member of College Street Church has just begun a CPE internship here. CPE, 

which stands for Clinical Pastoral Education, is seminary speak for chaplaincy; Don’s been practicing for 

about a year now, following time in seminary at Earlham through long-distance learning. It is a tremendous 

blessing to have him join us on staff for the next three months. In addition to visiting members and helping 

me plan my visits better, he is also going to be helping us grow in caring for one another as a community. 

In addition, we’re exploring if chaplaincy could benefit the local community and if there is a structure that 

would enable us to help serve folks outside our walls in a sustainable manner. 

I’m very grateful to Don – not just for figuring out a way to do this internship with us, but for the spiritual 

path that he has been on over the last several years. It’s been an inspiration to watch him follow the call of 

the Spirit and find his love of pastoral care, and I know we will be blessed by his leadership and care. 

We also have another staff transition that I’m excited to share with you. On January 6 in this coming year, 

we will be joined by our new music director, Eric Milnes. You can google to learn more about him (one 

somewhat comprehensive site: https://www.bach-cantatas.com/Bio/Milnes-Eric.htm). You can also check 

out some of his 60+ albums by searching his name on Spotify. As you can see/hear, he is supremely talented 

and highly accomplished. 

However, what gets me most excited about getting to work with Eric is that his talent is matched by his 

love for ministry. As we went through the process with him (more on that in a moment), we saw over and 

over that this is not just a job to him – it’s a calling. This is the way he gives thanks back to God for the 

musical gifts that God has given him; he has many other opportunities to perform and to lead, but leading 

church ministry is central to who he is and how he finds joy in life. I think you will be delighted with him, 

not just musically, but personally and spiritually. I can’t wait to get to work with him, because I think that 

not only is he going to be a great music director, but that he will help me continue to grow into a better 

worship leader. Eric will be a great fit for our church. 

I also think you’ll be a great fit for him; you’re one of the reasons he wanted to come here! Given his 

resume, he had many options (and was happy at his current position). However, after hearing about who we 

are through mutual friends as well as seeing what we are doing online, he found that he was very 

interested in being part of what is happening at College Street Church. You should take this as a deep 

complement! 

In fact, the entire search process was a complement to you. We had a number of interested applicants in 

addition to Eric, some of which were highly qualified. We ended up with two finalists, both of whom visited 

us in late August and had an evening of choir rehearsal. I was overwhelmed with the great response of our 

choir, who made time to come out twice in the same week and sing with our two finalists. (We had over 20 

choir members show up each night!) Our choir is AWESOME. 

Since March, I’ve been working on this process with the Personnel Committee and the Church Council, 

wanting to make sure that we went about things the right way, listening to you and to the choir and most 

importantly to the Holy Spirit. Huge thanks to the Personnel Committee, chaired by Gail Stevenson, and 

including Bill Harwood, Andrea Rogers, and Hunter Townsend. 



 

 

I also want to say thank you to our Trustees, Randy Elcan, Chris Gordon, Andrea Rogers, Gail Stevenson, and 

Claire & Frank Willis. They burned a lot of bytes on emails (and meetings) trying to figure out ways to make 

this work that we can sustain over time. 

Huge thanks also to the members of the search committee. Most of you get enough of me on Sunday 

morning, but for about 5 months or so, these folks got together with me on a weekly basis, usually after 

church – not counting all the email and google docs work that we were doing. Jodie Auer-Johnson, Ben 

Cadwallader, Rachel Cosgrove, Becky McMahon, Hunter Townsend, and Linda Wheeler, please take a bow. You 

deserve recognition for your outstanding work in this process. Please thank them for their hard work and 

their prayers. 

As a committee, we made a commitment to the choir and to you that we would not “settle”.  There could 

have been some situations in which it would have been very hard to continue to wait until Eric came along, 

but thanks to the kindness and generosity of Dawn Willis and Susan Summerfield, we knew that we could 

wait on the Holy Spirit and not get anxious, because they had our backs. As you know, they are both doing an 

outstanding job; what you don’t see as easily is that they are actively working to make this January transition 

as smooth as possible for Eric and for y’all. 

Finally, I want to again thank Yona Yellin. Her work over the past 33 years to build this program put us in a 

position where we had a number of highly skilled applicants wanting to work with us. Thank you Yona! 

I’m delighted to get to work with Don now and grateful for this chance to work with Dawn and Susan, folks 

I’ve gotten to admire from afar but now get to work with closely. And I’m thrilled at the future of Eric’s 

ministry with us, and what God will continue to do here. We are richly blessed! 

I’m so grateful to be your pastor. 

          Ken 

From the Deacons     - Laura Labrie 

Wow, what a weekend, what a Retreat!   

All combined, there were about 65 participants who attended 

some part or all of our 2nd Annual All Church Retreat at Eagle 

Camp in South Hero.  The weather could not have been better, 

and the location was beautiful. There were collages, magnetic 

poetry, pretzels and homemade applesauce for Communion, and 

two amazing songs written by small groups on Saturday.  And at 

the same time, worship was held at our church in Burlington as 

well, with wonderful voices lifted up in the singing of hymns. It is such a testament to our church 

community that we can be together and worship together in different ways and in different spaces.  Looking 

to the future, this strength will be put to good use as we imagine and create ways to worship together 

during Ken’s Sabbatical in the Spring. What I am looking forward to are all the wonderfully imaginative and 

thoughtful ideas we’ll get to try out on Sundays. There will be opportunities for folks to think outside the 

box and discuss new ideas.  And this is exciting! So look for announcements in the near future about ways 

you can give your input - with more ideas come greater chances of finding amazing inspiration among us!! 

*Please also look for a feedback form for the Retreat in your email - we want your thoughts!!  



 

 

Children’s Ministry  - Alison Pierce, Children’s Ministry Leader 

 

Do you like dreaming up ways to gather people and build up community?  

Christian Dev Board will need 2 or 3 new members come this January. Please consider joining! Alison and 

Jason can’t do what we do without the support, encouragement, and spirit of this group. Whether you’ are 

an idea person or a behind-the-scenes person, we need all types! Just let us know you’re thinking about it.  

Many thanks to our Christian 

Dev Board for hosting such a 

cheery Cook-Out on 

Gathering Sunday. Hats off to 

Hunter and Linda for being 

our grill masters, to Ikey for 

running games with me, and 

to Jason and the youth for 

cotton candy bigger than 

your head (c/o Tim Gibbo).  

Also thanks to a whole 

mix of kids and adults who 

stepped in to help with 

clean-up — someone even 

had the pan gen rug 

activities all packed up 

before I could get to it. 

Y’all are the best!  



 

 

Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth Ministry Leader 

 

It has been so much fun 

to begin this school 

year! Gathering Sunday 

and cotton candy and 

sun got us started, 

followed by a treasure 

hunt extravaganza and 

high school board game 

night. Not to mention 

the church retreat, 

including glow-in-the-

dark capture the flag! 

Thanks so much to Olivia, Mary-Katherine, and Griffiths for your leadership and presence at our events. 



 

 

From the Council  - Stephanie Dorgan, Chair of Christian Development  

Stories and Relationships 
 

Wow! What a fulfilling 

and soul-filling weekend!  

The 2019 All Church 

Retreat: The Stories We 

Are is over, but I am 

confident that the spirit 

of the weekend will 

continue to shine 

throughout the year at 

CSCC because of our 

relationships with one 

another, our 

relationships with God, 

and our relationships 

with each other in God.   

From the planning and preparations by the Deacons to the worship service closing our weekend, 

relationships made this retreat not only possible but incredible. The Deacons did an outstanding job 

organizing the retreat. The time and care they put into shaping the weekend were evident in all that 

occurred, in particular the story exercises and breakout sessions that culminated in creating a sacred 

space together.  We experienced warm embraces, hearty laughter, great fellowship, intergenerational 

interactions, tasty meals, support and understanding, caring for one another, and a true sense of 

belonging.   

We shared responsibilities, a sunset, a campfire, the starlit heavens, shooting stars, creativity, play 

and recreation, a worship service, and most importantly we shared our stories with one another.  We 

are our stories and God takes those stories and weaves them together. This tapestry that God creates 

encourages relationships to form, be renewed, challenged, and strengthened.  Together we become 

one in God, encouraging CSCC to continue to grow and do great things for God’s kin-dom.  

I think this song that was created by one of the small groups during the retreat really embodies the 

spirit of relationships and our woven stories: 

   In the garden 

   colors blend 

   God loves our differences 

 

   At the crossroads 

   pathways bend 

   God loves our differences 

 

   Through our stories hearts can mend 

   Through our stories hearts can mend 

 

Overall, it was a weekend of friends who God had gathered to walk “The Way” together. What a gift it 

is to be in relationship with one another!       

  Our stories at the altar Together we created a song 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Sept 29 
 
10 am - Worship 
 

11:30 - Youth Choir  

Sept 30 
 

October 1 
 
7 pm  - Deacons 
Mtg. 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

2 
 
 

3 
 

12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 

 

7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

4 5 
 

6 
 
World Communion 
Sunday 
 
10 am- Worship 
 
Neighbors in Need 
Offering 

7 
 

8 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees 
Meeting 
 
 

9 
 

10 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

11 12 

 

13 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 - COTS Lunches 

11:45 am - Caring for                           

Aging Love Ones 

14 
 

15 
 
6:30 pm - Council 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

16 
 

17 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

18 19 

20 
 
10 am - Worship 
 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 am - Prayer Shawl 

Group 

21 
 

22 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
 

23 
 
6 pm - 
Christian Dev 

24 
 
9:30 am Meals on 
Wheels 

12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
5:30 pm 
Community 
Connections 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

25 26 
 

27 

10 am - Worship 
 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

28 29 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
 
 

30 31 

12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

Nov 1 2 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 



 

 

Deacons: 

Griffiths Asava 

Julie Cadwallader-Staub  

Colby Crehan  

Laura Labrie 

Mary Katherine Stone 

Jackie Swartz 

Ian Wheeler 

The Banner is the monthly newsletter published 

by College Street Congregational Church. 

Email: caltobelli@collegestreetchurch.org 

Church Council: 
 

President– Laura Engelken 

Vice President - Michelle Metzler 

Treasurer- Claire Willis 

Clerk– Karin  Hammer Williamson        

Pastor - Ken White 

Ben Cadwallader  Fran Griffis 

Stephanie Dorgan Andrea Rogers        

Eric Picard  Jackie Swartz 

 

Church Staff: 

Pastor:  Rev. Ken White 

Children’s  Ministry Leader:  Alison Pierce 

Youth Ministry Leader:  Jason Vanderlaan 

Interim Music Director:  Dawn Willis 

Interim Organist:  Susan Summerfield 

Office Manager:  Carol Altobelli 

Church Sexton:  Tim Gibbo 

Custodian:  Audrey King 


