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A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

 

Happy New Year! 
 

One of the things that I’m happiest about in 2020 (!!!) is the formation of a new worship 

team. Our church president, Laura Engelken, wrote about this last month, but I thought I’d 

share a few thoughts briefly as well. 

I remember being an associate pastor, and as much as I loved collaborating with my dear 

friend who was the senior pastor – and no matter how enthusiastic he was about my ideas 

– I knew I wanted an opportunity to lead, to try out my own ideas for creating a space in 

which we experience God’s love together. 

I am incredibly grateful that I get to do that now, and I hope that I help to create an 

environment that helps you experience God. I also have collaborators: our music ministers, 

Jason & Alison (especially on pan-gen Sundays), and our deacons, but some of my most 

important collaborators are you. 

I know it may not always seem like it, but I listen to what you have to say. In fact, our plan 

for Lent came from an email that one of you sent me one Sunday, asking a question about 

worship, a question so brilliant that I emailed Laura and Michelle Metzler (VP) and Laura 

Labrie (deacon chair) immediately about it. That led to conversations, which led to council 

and deacon conversations, which led to our plan, which is so exciting I can’t wait for you to 

hear all of it. 

But you’ve already heard some of it: the worship team. This is the opportunity for y’all to 

get to lead worship, to try out new ideas and to imagine new ways of being church 

together in worship. 

I’ve been thinking about Rev. Sally May’s experiences over the past few weeks. Sally leads 

Mallett’s Bay Congregational Church, and she’s been crafting all these really cool worship 

experiences that include walking around and sharing and connecting with God by way of 

practical and tangible items. It’s hard to describe, but the part I’m trying to point out is 

that I wouldn’t have come up with that in a million years, and if I were in charge and 

someone suggested that to me, I’d have a tough time saying “yes,” or at least not watering 

it down. 

I know that some of you have some great ideas about worship. Maybe they aren’t big ideas 

– maybe they are little tweaks around the edges. Maybe some of them are sorta big, and 

involve some new things. Maybe they involve the leader doing less. Whatever they might 



 

 

be, odds are pretty good that if they are significantly different than what I’ve done in the 

past, I would not likely think of them without your help. And the truth is that even if you 

suggested them to me, I might try to back out or water them down. It generally takes 

someone I trust a lot pushing me before I step way out of my comfort zone (looking at you, 

Alison).  

But for three months beginning in late February, y’all will get to try new things and to 

explore possibilities that might resonate with you that I might not think of. Along those 

lines, those next three months would be a great time to re-engage with people who you 

haven’t seen in a while. My style doesn’t work for everyone, and my absence might be 

exactly what some folks need to re-engage. That’s not false modesty or self-deprecation; 

it’s just fact. God’s given me some gifts, and those resonate with some folks, and they might 

not as much with others. You have an opportunity to help create a more well-rounded 

worship experience that everyone can gather within. 

When I return from Sabbatical in late May, there will be an adjustment period. We won’t go 

back to doing things exactly like they are now, I suspect, but they also won’t stay exactly as 

they’ve been in my absence. Instead, we’ll work together to merge the things y’all have 

found that you love during my Sabbatical along with the things that you’ve missed. Won’t 

that be cool?!? 

We’re working to make the worship team as easy as possible to be part of. We’ll start in 

early January, so I’ll be able to lead y’all on how this could work. We’ll have two teams that 

alternate, so the obligation will be for one online (computer or phone) meeting every other 

week, likely Monday night. There will be staff and council support, but also a lot of freedom 

to play. If this sounds like fun to you and you’re not already up to your eyeballs in 

commitments, let me know and I can tell you more about it.  

I’m so grateful to be your pastor! 

       Ken 
  



 

 

Children’s Ministry  - Alison Pierce, Children’s Ministry Leader 

Church school continues our 

tradition of making decorative gifts 

to send to homebound members, 

letting them know we are thinking 

of them. We hope our colorful tissue 

wreaths helped bring the love of our 

community in Christ to folks who 

couldn’t be with us in person. Elaine 

Hubert kindly coordinates the effort 

to be sure everything is delivered or 

mailed with the help of the 

Visitation Team. 

Advent season in church 

school was an opportunity 

to blend our two classes 

together. We began by 

making mini take-home 

Advent wreaths using 

birthday candles and a 

small scroll of prayers. 

Several parents wrote to 

tell me how they enjoyed 

this ritual with their kids, 

and a few kids came back 

for replacement candles 

after the first two weeks. I 

especially love the 

connection between home 

and church that Christmas 

season brings out by 

surrounding us in tradition, 

story, and symbols. 

While I don’t get the best vantage point for pictures of the pageant, 

I really love the excitement of “backstage”. This year, with many of 

our families traveling, we were expecting just a few participants and 

2 very wise people who would be able to find their way without a 

star. In the end, more kids were able to join and several guests 

became angels and shepherds. Milo, our baby Jesus, was surrounded 

by kids drawn into this beautiful story with very little instruction 

needed.  



 

 

Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth Ministry Leader 

We’ve enjoyed a festive month in youth group, especially a fun-filled night at our Christmas party! Our youth 

played shaving cream Pictionary, guessing what odd objects were inside a stocking, True or Not with our 

funniest gift memories, and a Secret Santa gift exchange. Oh, and all throughout the evening they worked 

together (or not) to solve the Christmas murder mystery of Geordie Gingerbread, recover the magic Santa hat, 

and save Christmas! 

We are also excited to be gaining some momentum with our mission trip planning, looking forward to our 

trip to HOME Inc in Orland, Maine and anticipating having other youth from 1st Congregational, South Hero, 

and 1st Baptist join us! 

 

 

 

Wishing you 

all  

Happy 

Holidays  

and a  

Merry New 

Year! 



 

 

From the Trustees  - Gail Stevenson 

Matching Resources to Programs and Staff – Help Us Move the Needle 

What could be more compelling than a Banner article on the budget? We as Trustees deal with 

numbers, but we know they are not to everyone’s liking.  Nonetheless, we hope you will take a 

few minutes to read about the budget, how it is put together, and why we need your support. 

The church budget is built on a few 

assumptions.  Income is calculated from 

pledge commitments we receive as well as 

ones we are reasonably certain we will 

receive.  Expenditures are of two basic types. 

The first is personnel, which we can estimate 

with accuracy, and the second is programs.  

This year we asked each program committee 

to submit a proposed budget.  These two 

items together, staff and programs, form the 

bulk of our expenses, along with a few other 

items like utilities, maintenance, insurance (a 

big one) and contributions to VIA, JUMP and 

Our Church’s Wider Mission, which supports 

the UCC in Vermont and nationally.  All our 

programs together create an intricate and 

beautiful patchwork of support for one another and the wider world in Burlington, Vermont and 

elsewhere. 

The end result is a draft budget for 2020 that shows a deficit of roughly $15,000 (depending on 

how we calculate a few items).  The Trustees and our various program committees are committed 

to being good stewards of the church’s money, so we have gone back to the committees and 

asked them to take another look at their budgets to see where they can pare expenses. The 

Trustees are also in the process of reviewing all spending.  Come to the annual budget 

information meeting on January 12th after church with your questions and comments. 

College Street Church is in the envious position that membership is vibrant and programs are 

expanding, both within our church home and in the community.  We want to grow our community 

and showcase ourselves, our programs and our service.  However, pledge income is not expanding 

so our budget is in deficit. 

We thank those of you who have pledged already. At this time, we are asking families and 

individuals who have not yet pledged or who have never pledged to consider doing so, while we 

review possible savings. We are all committed to this church that gives us so much.  But when you 

give back, you feel an even greater sense of belonging.  Giving is a financial act, but it is primarily 

an act of faith – faith that what we have together is worth supporting.  It is trite but true that it is 

not the amount, it’s the act of doing it. Every pledge, small or large, counts to both the giver and 

receiver, so please consider giving to our work! 

With gratitude, 

Gail Stevenson for the Trustees 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDA

Y 

29 30 31 
 
 

Jan 1, 2020 
 
Office Closed  
 
 
 

2 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

3 4 
 
1 – 3 pm -  
William 
Richwagen 
Memorial 
Service 

5 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 - COTS Lunches 

11:45 am - Caring for                           

Aging Love Ones 

6 
 
7 pm - Village 
Harmony 
Concert at 
CSCC 

7 
 
7 pm - Deacon’s 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

10 11 

 

 

12 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 am - 

Congregational Budget 

Review meeting 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

 

13 
 

14 
 
6:30 pm - Trustee’s 
Meeting 
 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

17 
 
5:30 pm -  
Parents 
Night Out 

18 

19 
 
10 am - Worship  
 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 am - Prayer Shawl 

Group 

 

20 
 
Martin Luther 
King Day 
 
Office Closed 

21 
 
7:30 am - Men’s 
Breakfast 
 
6:15 - Burlington 
Transportation Group 
 
6:30 pm - Council 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

22 
 
6 pm -  
Christian 
Development 
Meeting 

23 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
5:30 am - 
Community 
Connections Mtg. 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

24 25 
 

26 

10 am - Worship  

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 am - Visitation 

Workshop 

27 28 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

29 30 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

31 Feb 1 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 



 

 

Deacons: 

Griffiths Asava 

Julie Cadwallader-Staub  

Colby Crehan  

Laura Labrie 

Mary Katherine Stone 

Jackie Swartz 

Ian Wheeler 

The Banner is the monthly newsletter published 

by College Street Congregational Church. 

Email: caltobelli@collegestreetchurch.org 

Church Council: 
 

President– Laura Engelken 

Vice President - Michelle Metzler 

Treasurer- Claire Willis 

Clerk– Karin  Hammer Williamson        

Pastor - Ken White 

Ben Cadwallader  Fran Griffis 

Stephanie Dorgan Andrea Rogers        

Eric Picard  Jackie Swartz 

Church Staff: 

Pastor:  Rev. Ken White 

Children’s  Ministry Leader:  Alison Pierce 

Youth Ministry Leader:  Jason Vanderlaan 

Interim Music Director:  Dawn Willis 

Interim Organist:  Susan Summerfield 

Office Manager:  Carol Altobelli 

Church Sexton:  Tim Gibbo 

Custodian:  Audrey King 

 College Street Congregational Church 

265 College St. 

Burlington, VT 05401 


