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A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

For the past five and a half years, I’ve had the blessing of being your pastor. In some ways it feels like 

only yesterday – we’ve been having so much fun that time has flown by. In other ways, it feels like 

I’ve known y’all forever. I’m incredibly thankful to God for bringing me here! 

This is exactly where I want to be, and I hope to be your pastor for many years. One of the way I try to 

help make sure this happens is by setting personal boundaries for myself and remembering that 

God’s work and the work of this church are not dependent on me. I’m blessed to get to participate, 

but God is going to do God, and God’s going to love and empower this church with or without me. 

However, with all the kindness and respect y’all show me (in addition to the healthy and helpful 

accountability), it’s easy for pastors to forget this and get confused. It’s easy for pastors to get tricked 

into thinking that somehow God can’t work if we aren’t here to help guide God (!!!) Pastors who make 

this mistake can get burned out and disillusioned; it turns out that we humans aren’t actually God, 

and if we try to play God, we wear ourselves out. 

I don’t want to fall into that trap. I love y’all and I love being part of this church too much to let that 

happen.  

One of the ways that our denomination tries to help keep pastors and congregations energized and 

empowered is through sabbaticals. As part of my call agreement, y’all offered me a 3-month 

sabbatical every 6 years of ministry (which is the normal rate for Vermont churches). This February 

will be that six month anniversary, and I informed council earlier this year of my plans to take my 

first Sabbatical as Lent begins – from the middle of February to the middle of May. 

The reason I chose this time of year is not because I want to “get out” of leading Easter services. It’s 

one of my favorite times of the year! The reason for this is because it will be a great opportunity for 

the church to remember that the church is capable and powerful, and that y’all can develop and lead 

a profoundly meaningful Lenten and Easter season. 

I’m excited to see what will happen! While I believe I bring gifts to worship and leadership in 

general, I also tend to do things in the way that makes sense to me, and I leave out all sorts of things 

that might be meaningful to you; I’m excited about what you will discover about yourself that I will 

be able to learn from when I return. I’m also excited for how God will renew my spirit and energy and 

how I’ll be able to share that with you when I return. 

As for me, I plan to spend most of the time working on some music in my home studio. If I come up 

with anything that doesn’t completely stink, I’ll be happy to share it with anyone who is interested. 

If you have questions or concerns, please feel free to speak with me. The council and deacons have 

been thinking and praying about this, and I think we are in a tremendously healthy place where the 

excitement around this 3-month adventure for the church is what will drive the conversation and 

planning going forward. 

I’m so grateful to be your pastor!  
      Ken 



 

 

Status of meetings with city on handicapped access (HC) and 

general parking, car egress, and proposed hotel 

 

The Capital Planning subcommittee of the Financial Futures Committee has been reviewing future 

capital needs, among them some improvement to drop off and handicapped access. From our prior 

capital campaign, there is a drawing for a three floor elevator that would empty into the middle of the 

Perkins Room and access the attic space above it. Because of the extent and cost of this proposal - 

involving new stairs, rearrangement of the lower level and more - we are exploring less costly and less 

extensive options.  With input from our previous architect, Ann Vivien, we have looked at improving 

drop off at the Perkins Room entryway. The grade and the city electrical pole create problems for any 

significant change.  We explored putting an elevator in the Northwest corner of the church, using the 

lower level ramp but this requires moving the water pipes entering the building which would eliminate 

the ladies room. Fortunately, an exterior elevator to the right of the rear lower entry appears possible. It 

would open up both at the current door level and at the lower floor level where the bathroom is now 

and upstairs at the very first window as you enter the Perkins Room from the church.  If we can make 

the parking lot one way so it empties into the Memorial Auditorium Driveway, it might be a cost 

effective solution. We have committed some funds to provide conceptual drawings for both the elevator 

and the driveway. 

At this time, there is a proposal before the city for a hotel in the former YMCA building.  It is possible 

that the increased traffic and potential congestion created by the hotel will make the city look more 

favorably at the driveway proposal.  We are participating in the hearings with that in mind. 

We are currently talking with various city departments about the following, with no certainty of success:  

1. Exit of our driveway through the Memorial Driveway with our lot becoming one way (akin to 

the library lot);  

2. A new HC parking spot at the North East corner of our lot, on South Union Street (allowing use 

of the city corner ramp and our ramp); 

3. A review of the sight issues currently leaving our parking lot with possible removal of the 

parking spot immediately to the east;  

4. Concern that the scale of the proposed hotel (140 plus rooms) and the impact of its parking 

garage exit opposite our driveway plus enlarged sidewalks may overcrowd an already busy 

street; 

5. Concern that the bicycle lane bollards are planned to be returned on So. Union Street 

complicating handicapped drop off and exit from the lawyers’ lot; 

6. Bad drainage on So Union St. causing deep puddles and ice on drop off ramps and in parking 

spaces. 

We have had the aid of CSCC member and city staffer Brian Lowe. He has put us in touch with our city 

councilor, a public works engineer, the man in charge of the Memorial Auditorium Project (so we can be 

involved in its planning) , the traffic planner in charge of bollards, and the zoning office that works with 

the Development Review Board and the hotel review.    

As for the Capital Planning Committee, we will meet soon to develop a report on the range of needs 

that have been identified and which might be near term priorities, and to review the conceptual 

drawings of a possible elevator developed by architect Ann Vivien.  Questions and suggestions are 

always welcome.  

Andrea Rogers, Capital Planning, Financial Futures Committee and Trustee  



 

 

Children’s Ministry  - Alison Pierce, Children’s Ministry Leader 

New Year! 
I love this time of year so much more than our January New Year, probably because of the 

community emphasis (and a little bit because of more sun).  It seems like everyone benefits 

from the seasonal association of a new school year and church year.  That feeling of new 

starts, fresh rounds together in the joint effort at learning, listening, and loving – where the 

unknowns of specific outcomes are bolstered by the assurances of challenges and joy along 

the way.  I thank God for her Spirit that encourages us with wisdom and binds us with 

compassion so that we are in this together.  I’m thankful for Ken’s great series on Pray + Play, 

reminding us that play is a tremendous gift of spiritual dimensions for all of us, no matter our 

age.  Getting to spend time with kids certainly helps, and I really cherish that in my role at 

College Street.   

 

New Theme! 
This year, get ready for our kids to lead the way on Environmental Stewardship. Inspired by 

conversations on climate change activism with Sarah Kulig and a “Say No to Plastics” poster 

by rising 6th grader Eva Corbett, I am laying some groundwork for this to become a special 

theme of our church school year.  Sarah, Jason and I are meeting soon so that we can prepare 

to support the ideas of our kids and youth while letting them take the lead.  Sarah and Eva 

helped start this off with a special class for kids over the summer, where we began to get 

their thoughts on the impact of plastics.  Just that first step has already had a ripple effect, as 

the Board of C Dev has upped our efforts to make our Gathering Sunday party more 

environmentally friendly.  It’s really cool getting to plan fun stuff like this with the Board; 

they are a group of truly caring, creative people.   

 

New Party! 
Really looking forward to our Gathering Sunday kick-off on September 8!  We’re taking the 

party outside after worship this year, for a backyard grill-out feel, complete with carnival and 

yard games.  We will provide the food and fixins, so all you have to do is join the fun! You can 

help us by marking your calendars with a note to bring your own cups and chairs – BYOC – if 

you can.  Of course, we’ll be ready for everybody, but bringing our own drinking vessels will be 

a way to help as we’ve committed to no single-use plastic cups (or forks) this time around.  

See you there! 

 



 

 

Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth Ministry Leader 

 

Some of the youth who went on the mission trip recently got together during the summer to 

reflect on our service experience as well as look forward to the upcoming year. We also had a 

great time with frisbees, foxtails, and water balloon launchers!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s a quick sneak peak of the  

upcoming month of youth group: 
 

September  

8:     Gathering Sunday & Pride Parade  

13:     Fri Youth Group (Opening Night) 

17:     Tues HS Game Night (Quarterstaff) 

21-22:  Sat-Sun All Church Retreat 

27:      Fri HS Movie & Discussion Night 



 

 

From the Council    - Laura Engelken, President 

Our friends at the Islamic Society of Vermont (ISVT) are in need of help! They are seeking to buy the former 

Church of the Latter Day Saints building in South Burlington and must raise $500,000 by mid-September to be 

able to do so. Their current space on Hegeman Avenue in Colchester has limited room for meeting, worshiping 

and parking and this new location will provide much needed space for their growing membership. ISVT is in the 

process of selling their current location which will help in the purchase of the South Burlington site, yet they 

still need to secure additional funds to make the purchase possible. 

We at College Street have been connected with ISVT in various ways over the years. For example, some of us 

participated in the Children of Abraham interfaith series along with members from ISVT and Ohavi Zedek. Some 

of you may also recall that ISVT’s clergy member, Imam Islam Hassan, was with us in worship some time ago in 

conversation with Rev. Ken.  

The folks at ISVT are truly our neighbors and siblings in faith and this is an amazing opportunity to tangibly 

share our love and support, just as many individuals and organizations came to our aid when the bell tower 

burned here at College Street. For more information and to reach their go-fund-me page, visit https://

www.gofundme.com/appeal-for-donation-buying-a-church-to-mosque 

WRAPPING UP THE SPIRITUAL MEMOIR BOOK GROUP 
 

This past spring the spiritual memoir book group decided it was time to conclude; several people wanted to 

participate in other small groups at the church while others had activities that now conflicted. The group had 

met monthly for over three years and read a wide variety of books. 
 

Each of the members identified two or three of their favorite books and wanted to share that list with the 

congregation. 

 

• Take This Bread: A Radical Conversation by Sarah Miles 

• Dakota: A Spiritual Geography by Kathleen Norris 

• Traveling Mercies: Some Thoughts on Faith by Anne Lamott 

• Pastrix: The Cranky, Beautiful Faith of a Sinner and Saint by Nadia Bolz-Weber 

• Widening Circles: A Memoir by Joanna Macy 

• Here if You Need Me: A True Story by Kate Braestrup 

• I am a Palestinian Christian by Mitri Raheb 

• The Spiral Staircase: My Climb Out of Darkness by Karen Armstrong 

• Waking Up White and Finding Myself in the Story of Race by Debby Irving 

• The Cloister Walk by Kathleen Norris 

• Freedom in Exile by the Dalai Lama 

• A Way Out of No Way: The Spiritual Memoir by Andrew Young 

• Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl by Harriet Ann Jacobs 

• The Way to Rainy Mountain by Scott Momaday 

 

I am very grateful to the participants for their willingness to read thoughtfully and offer insights to the whole 

group. We have had a wonderful time. 

 

If you pick up one or two of the books you will definitely be in for a treat. 

Carole Carlson 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

1 
 
10 am - Worship 
 
 

2 
 
Labor Day  
Office 
Closed 

3 
 
7 pm - Deacons Mtg 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

4 
 

5 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

7:30 pm - Choir 
Rehearsal 

6 
 
 

7 
 
6 pm - Youth 
Group Update 

8 
 
Gathering Sunday 
 
10 am- Worship 
  
11:30 am -  Cookout 
 
12:30 pm  - Pride 
Parade 

9 
 

10 
 
7 pm - Trustees 
Meeting 
 
 

11 
 

12 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

13 14 

 

15 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 am - Youth Choir  

11:30 - COTS Lunches 

11:30 am - Prayer Shawl 

Group 

11:45 am - Caring for                           

Aging Love Ones 

16 
 

17 
 
 
6:30 pm - Council 
Meeting 
 
 

18 
 

19 
 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 

20 21 
 
1 pm -  
ALL CHURCH 
RETREAT 

22 
 
ALL CHURCH RETREAT 
 
10 am - Worship 
 

 

23 
 

24 
 
9:30 am - Staff 
Meeting  
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
 

25 
 
6 pm - 
Christian Dev 

26 
 
9:30 am Meals on 
Wheels 

 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 - Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
5:30 pm 
Community 
Connections 

27 28 
 

29 
 
10 am - Worship 
 

11:30 - Youth Choir  

30 
 

October 1 
 
7 pm  - Deacons Mtg. 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

2 
 
 

3 

12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 - Choir Rehearsal 

4 5 
 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 

 



 

 

Deacons: 

Griffiths Asava 

Matthieu-Thomas Baillargeon  

Cindy Elcan 

Laura Labrie 

Mary Katherine Stone 

Jackie Swartz 

Ian Wheeler 

College Street Congregational Church 

265 College St. 

Burlington, VT 05401 

The Banner is the monthly newsletter published 

by College Street Congregational Church. 

Email: caltobelli@collegestreetchurch.org 

Church Council: 
 

President– Laura Engelken 

Vice President - Michelle Metzler 

Treasurer- Claire Willis 

Clerk– Karen Hammer Williamson 

Mark Dorgan  Fran Griffis 

Stephanie Dorgan Jess Lilly 

 

Church Staff: 

Pastor:  Rev. Ken White 

Children’s  Ministry Leader:  Alison Pierce 

Youth Ministry Leader:  Jason Vanderlaan 

Interim Music Director:  Dawn Willis 

Interim Organist:  Susan Summerfield 

Office Manager:  Carol Altobelli 

Church Sexton:  Tim Gibbo 

Custodian:  Audrey King 


