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A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

On my computer as I write this, there are other windows open that have various bits of this 

Sunday’s service in them. This is an important service, more important than pretty much any other 

worship service to me, because it’s Yona’s last service with us, so my computer is holding all these 

various pieces. 

By the time you read this, we will have experienced all these pieces together. By the time you read 

this, we will have celebrated her ministry with us, singing lines to her such as “Halleluya, we love 

you Yona!” and “We thank you, Yona, for your gifts, and music everlasting!” We will have shared 

laughter and hugs and best wishes and tears. We will have said together the words, 

Leader: 

Do you, the members and friends of College Street Congregational 

Church, release Yona Yellin from the duties of Music Minister? 

Congregation: 

We do, with the help of God. 

Some of you won’t read this article until a week or so after it comes out, so by the time some of you 

read this, I will have already arrived on the Sunday morning of July 7th, unlocked the door, and 

found I had to turn off the alarm, because unlike almost every other Sunday for the past five years, 

this Sunday I’m the first one in the building. I will have already gone upstairs to get the bulletin 

and stop by and talk to Yona, before I remember that she’s not here and our beloved minister of 

music won’t be coming back to sit at that organ. 

Most of us have never experienced a time here where Yona’s absence was normal. It was always 

planned –I think she was sick maybe once in the five years I’ve been here. If the weather looked 

really bad on Saturday, she would stay overnight at a choir member’s house, just to make sure she 

could get here in the morning. 

And now, Yona’s absence is the new normal. 

And while we are happy for her in her retirement – if anyone’s ever earned a retirement, she did! – 

we are going to miss her, especially over the next year or so. Some of us will even be able to 

recognize these feelings for what they are: grieving. We are going to grieve the loss of our beloved 

minister.  

This is part of the deal when you spend every week with someone, especially when that someone 

gives of herself to make your life better. God puts us in these lives together, knitting relationships 

among us like some world-blanketing prayer shawl, and then when we have to separate, the grief 

reminds us of how blessed we are to have been woven together in the first place. 

And we do have to separate, because that also is part of the deal we make in ministry. Yona will be 

finding new ways to explore how her God-given gifts can enrich a new community (or perhaps an 

old one revisited). It would not be fair to us or to her – and especially not to whatever-is-next in 

terms of music ministry for the church - for us to stay closely connected. It’s not fair and it’s feels 

counter-intuitive and it hurts, but this is how ministry leadership works. 

So I want to let you know that whatever you feel as you grieve Yona’s absence, that’s ok.  

And let’s be kind to one another, because each of us is grieving in our own way and at our own 

depth. By the time you finish grieving, someone close to you might just be realizing theirs. We’re all 

moving at different paces, even as we travel together. 

In the meantime, the Music Director search committee is working to hear God’s answer to whatever



 

 

From the Council - Karin Hammer 

A Wider Welcome 

On June 7th and 8th, your Council gathered for a brief routine business meeting followed by vi-

sioning retreat time. As sometimes happens, the Holy Spirit didn’t seem to recognize that routine 

matters should be separate and a visioning conversation began out of ordinary business.  We don’t 

know where these conversations will lead, nor should we so early on.  We wanted to include the 

Congregation from as close to the beginning as possible in faith that God leads most fully when 

we all can contribute. 

Our conversation arose out of a report from Trustees carried by Andrea Rogers.  Our Trustees’ 

faithful attention to our church building shows that the time is coming for a next phase of capital 

planning and work.  At this same time, some development proposals for the former YMCA building 

across the street could challenge access to our building.  Changes to density would increase traf-

fic, decrease nearby and accessible parking, and alter travel patterns in ways that would set back 

some of our access gains, especially in winter. 

These were daunting messages.  Our Council president Laura, Vice President Michelle, and Rev. 

Ken frequently encourage us to steer toward our Congregation Visioning Statement when path-

ways forward seem unclear.  What if, we wondered, this coming work is an invitation to use these 

challenges as a pathway toward our shared vision?   

Our Visioning Statement reminds us, in part: 

-is-next. Please know that you can come to me if you have questions or concerns, or if you just 

need to talk. 

God has been faithful to us, and just as God will bless Yona in her new paths, so too will God bless 

us in ours. God does not abandon God’s people.  

I’m so grateful to be your pastor. 

    Ken 

To all the members and friends of College Street Church, 

Thank you so much for the wonderful going-away party you prepared for my last Sunday as your 

Director of Music.  It was full of joy, fun, music, and, of course, gourmet food from all the excellent 

cooks in the congregation.   

People have been telling me for years that I am “loved.”  On Sunday there was no room for doubt 

– the love was overflowing.  Daveed and I look forward to using your generous gift for a special 

“getaway.”   

Thank you so much!  You will always be in our hearts and minds.  

         Yona 



 

 

A Wider Welcome, From the Council  
Continued from previous page 

We value God’s love for all people and the way God’s love is expressed through relationships 

… We believe God is calling us to use our gifts to bear witness to the boundlessness of God’s 

love by working for equality and justice for all people, especially those whose experience of 

society is one that is dominated by experiences of economic and social injustice ... We 

believe we are called to use God’s gift of our building and location for the good of the 

broader Burlington community, sharing it in service. 

When we addressed past building challenges as best as we could, growth of spirit followed such as 

the flourishing of the children's ministries. Might our current building challenges be a Spirit-led 

invitation to more fully understand and engage with persons of different abilities and access 

needs?  Is it an invitation to understand how this situation is connected to a marginalization that 

we need to address - in our Congregation and in the broader community?  Our conversation 

unfolded with passion as we reflected on: 

• Challenges of our partially accessible building for people of all ages including growing 

numbers of elder persons who often have elder caregivers/helpers, 

• Concern for needs we may not fully know about, because people who are not sure they 

can access church do not come to church. 

• Recognition that people living with all disabilities face issues of economic injustice and 

exclusion or marginalization. 

• The interconnectedness of all people and the way that accessibility and inclusive use 

usually benefit everyone 

• A need to learn more from and engage with people living with disabilities / different 

abilities - within and outside our Congregation. 

• Any learning and service activities need to include youth. 

• Our seniors recognized needs of children and youth in the last building planning process.  

We wondered if this is a time when child rearing families will want to advocate in turn for 

seniors and access needs. 

• We can respond in many ways, from input to public plans and community values, to our 

building capital needs, how we relate to each other and how we use/share space.  

Everyone can be involved as they are able.   

• Accessibility means more than physical needs and includes how we welcome people 

challenged in mental wellbeing or with developmental / cognitive differences. 

• All committees and groups of our church will have ideas and needs to contribute. 
 

Our Congregation is not alone in having implemented part of an accessibility vision while facing 

challenges to a still wider welcome.  The UCC Disabilities Ministries is a focal point and resource 

for visioning, theological grounding, and practical needs.  Its mission resonates with aspects of our 

visioning statement, beginning with the summary declaration “The UCC Disabilities Ministries 

(UCCDM) envisions a world in which all people are included in the fullness of life because they are 

created in the image of God.” The Ministries’ most recent program Accessible to All (A2A) has been 

fully implemented by just a few congregations, but of great interest to most.  May we embrace our 

shared life and present challenges, reflect and explore, discern the Spirit at work among us, and 

live ever more fully into God’s boundless love. 



 

 

Children’s Ministry  - Alison Pierce, Children’s Ministry Leader 

 

Climbing 

and ice 

cream, an 

irresistible 

combo on 

what 

turned out 

to be a 

beautiful 

day for our 

end-of-

year, 

teacher 

appreciatio

n party 
Members of the Board of 

Christian Development 

enjoy hosting this event – 

and sneaking a few bites 

behind the scooping table. 

Thanks again to Nolan 

Titcomb for providing the 

Ben & Jerry’s!  

As summer arrives, we enjoy more 

opportunities to linger and chat outdoors after 

the service  

Griffiths to the rescue! 

Between ice cream 

clean-up and the 

youth mission trip 

meeting, we discov-

ered a leaky sink. By 

the end of the meet-

ing, Griffiths had it 

cleaned up and under 

control, saying, “that’s 

what being part of a 

community is!”  

Frank Willis created a garden in the back, and invited 

our church school class to plant sunflowers. Just a few 

weeks later, they’re already a few inches tall! 

Community Is . . .  



 

 

Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth Ministry Leader 

 

 

This school year 

ended with our 

annual photo-

video scavenger 

hunt, as well as 

getting together 

with the Char-

lotte UCC youth 

group for some 

fun and games! 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

June 30 
 
 
10 am - Worship 
11:30 - Yona’s Retirement  

July 1 
 
 

2 
 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

 
 

3 
 

4 
 
 

 

 

 

Office  
Closed 

 

5 

 

 

 

 

Office 
Closed 

6 
 

7 
 
 
10 am- Worship 
 
 

8 
 

9 
 
 
6:30 pm - Trustee’s 
Meeting 
 

10 
 

11 
 
 

12 13 

 

14 
 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 - COTS Lunches 

11:45 am - Caring for                           

Aging Love Ones 

15 
 

16 
 
 
6:30 pm - Council 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

17 
 

18 
 
 

19 20 
 

21 
 
 
10 am - Worship 
 
11:30 am - Prayer Shawl 
Group 

22 
 

23 
 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
 

24 
 
 
6 pm - 
Christian Dev 

25 
 
 
9:30 am Meals on 
Wheels 

5:30 pm 
Community 
Connections 

 

 

26 27 
 

28 
 
 
10 am - Outdoor 
Worship 
 
 

29 
 

30 
 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

 
 

31 
 

August 1 
 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

 

2 3 
 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 
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