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A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

 

Well, here we are at June.  

This edition of the Banner is probably coming to you late – unless Carol pulled off some superhuman stunt – 

because I’ve been really late writing this column. I’d love to say it’s because I have too much to do (and 

therefore subtly blame you), but that wouldn’t be true. 

The truth is that I’ve procrastinated. And unlike most of the time when I procrastinate because I’m just being 

lazy, this time I’m procrastinating because I don’t want to write this column. I don’t want to have to write this 

column. 

This is the last Banner that I will write in which I will be a coworker with Yona Yellin. 

I’ve been trying to avoid this, because I figure if I don’t acknowledge it, it won’t happen, like a kid going to get 

a tetanus shot (or like me going to get a tetanus shot, for that matter). 

In looking back, the longest tenured pastor in the history of this church “only” led the church for 25 years, so 

how do you appropriately recognize someone who has given so much of herself for 33 years to the life of this 

church? Of course, where I’m from, you have to throw a party. So on June 30th, we are going to do exactly that 

and say thank you to Yona in style. And of course, it won’t be enough, but nothing would be. There’s simply no 

way to repay 33 years of love and dedication and excellence. Not in a day, or even in a month. 

I’ll share more of my memories and thoughts on the 30th, but I’ll share one memory here. When I was first 

looking into College Street Church, I visited the church website, and in her picture on the website, Yona 

looked like a very stern person. It was a small picture of her looking over the top of her glasses, and I could 

almost hear that someone had hit a wrong note or - heaven forbid! – misfiled an anthem. 

I was a little intimidated - except that’s not really true. I was a lot intimidated. 

And so when I first got to speak with her over the phone, a little before I got to meet all of y’all, I was 

expecting to be told exactly how things were going to work. Instead, I was immediately blown away by her 

kindness, and amazed by her generosity of spirit – so much so that I laugh when I think back to how I first 

imagined her. 

Then I got to work with her, and I found her to be one of the best colleagues I’ve ever had the opportunity to 

team up with. She is a minister in the truest sense of the word, and she is also one of the most wonderfully 

introspective people I know. There have been many ways in which Yona has been an example for me to 

follow, both as a minister and as a person. I’ve also been deeply blessed to know her husband, Daveed, who is 

just awesome.  

Like many of you, I’m having a hard time with the reality that she is retiring this month. I’m having a hard 

time knowing that when I get here on Sunday morning, I won’t be able to go up to the sanctuary and bug 

Yona with some ideas I’ve been having, and to check in on what’s happening with her, and keep her from 

doing the work she’s been practicing toward all week. I won’t be able to hear her wisdom and kindness and 

patience (seriously, a lot of patience).  

And like many of you, I will struggle to find words that adequately express my thanks, for one simple reason: 

there aren’t any. Words don’t cut it when you talk about the sort of gratitude we have for her. Even music, 

which is far better than words, falls short. And so this has gotten me to thinking about grace – the grace we 

show each other, and the grace that God shows us. 

Here are some things I know about the 30th. We won’t be able to express our thanks fully because it isn’t 

possible. Yona will understand that. Yona will feel terribly uncomfortable with our celebrating her and her 

gifts to this church, because she doesn’t like being the center of attention. And that will all be ok. 

It will be ok (more than ok) because the grace we show each other will transcend what we are unable to put 



 

 

into words; the Holy Spirit will speak for us and to us. I guess one of the gifts of grace is that it teaches you the 

limits of how much you can “repay,” and it makes you accept that in the economics of love, those limits are ok. 

All you can do is allow yourself to be immersed in grace, as when a beautiful anthem or a moving postlude 

washes over your soul, leaving gratitude and peace in its wake. 

Words are not enough, but they are all I have.  

Thank you Yona. I’m so grateful to have gotten to work with you. 

  Ken 
 

Summer Music - Yona Yellin     

Because our Senior Choir will be on a well-deserved break during the summer, we are looking for musical 
offerings for the anthem slots during July and August. A number of Sundays will be covered by members of the 

choir, but we would love to discover new talent.  

Thank you,  

Yona 

A Fond Farewell 
It is impossible to adequately express the joy and gratitude I have felt during thirty-three years of service as 
College Street Church’s Director of Music.  Working with the choir and practicing the organ have given me 

thousands of hours of pure pleasure – some might call it bliss.  Since I cannot find the words to express my 
feelings of love and gratitude I will mention just a few of the many beautiful memories I take with me: 

The joy and satisfaction of working with our diverse and dedicated choir members, and the delight when it all 
comes together and feels just right. 

 

 The sanctuary’s fabulous acoustics; the unexpected result of a tragic incident (the fire.) 

 

 Worship at Temple Sinai. 

 

 Directing John Rutter’s Requiem. 

 

 Over 15 years directing the Youth Singers with so much help from Morris and others. 

 

 Our loving and caring staff. 

 

 The unconditional reassurance and support of the congregation. 

 

 Ken’s prayer with the kids, “Dear God, thank you for loving us. Help us to love others. In Jesus’ name 

we pray and play.” 

Do you sing, play, pluck, pick, hum, strum or drum?   

Would you be willing to share your talent with the congregation?    

Please speak to me after church, or call–363-2559, or email: yyellin@collegestreetchurch.org. 



 

 

Children’s Ministry  - Alison Pierce, Children’s Ministry Leader 

A friend of mine who is a pastor on the 

southside of Chicago, recently shared this post 

on social media.  Here is what he said about the 

photo: 

Same man has been on this corner off of the I-

57 and 111th street exit for years. He’s kind, 

always smiling, singing and encouraging the 

folks driving by. He makes a cardboard sign with 

a Bible verse and holds it up. I’ve never heard 

him ask for money but if you open your window 

and offer a dollar he will receive it. I’m 

embarrassed to say that I pass him several 

times a week but have never learned his name.  

So, a few weeks ago, somebody painted this 

message on the wall next to where he stands. 

To embarrass or shame him, or teach him a 

lesson about hard work? . . . 

This really stuck with me throughout the week. I was feeling awful for that man, for the morning he arrived at his 

regular spot and saw that message. How alone he must have felt. I wonder if he’s okay and where he is now.  I 

wonder about the person who painted the message, and I try different ways of mentally turning the question 

back on them, “I’m publicly shaming this man because I’m _____________________.”  I wonder about the people 

driving by and the spectrum of reactions. To feel better, I tell myself that this message elicited the opposite of its 

desired effect: that many were instead challenged to want to build a case against it. We don’t know this man’s 

story, and no one’s story is as simple as a one-word judgment. That word in particular is associated with a socio-

political reasoning that I bristle against. It’s a long commute into the city past that spot, plenty of time to 

imagine life in that man’s shoes. It must feel a bit strange to feel like you want him back there – that you miss 

him. Would his return heal this exposed wound? Or should we want something different? What is healing in this 

situation? I wish we could ask him. 

The church school lesson I was preparing that week is the story of Peter and John healing a man who had been 

crippled since birth (Acts 3: 1- 10). This man sits at the temple gates every day, where his survival depends upon 

his begging. Everyday, his friends carry him to sit at that spot. Presumably, they would carry him into the temple 

if they could, but he is not allowed due to religious ostracism. So, he asks Peter and John for alms and they say, 

we can give you what we have (which isn’t money), in the name of Jesus Christ. In class, we celebrated his 

healing and the way he bursts into the temple, loudly leaping for joy and shocking everyone who knew this man 

as the lame beggar from outside the gate. We asked questions to help the kids imagine the experience and the 

feelings of the various humans in this story. Interestingly, the word ‘lazy’ was repeated as one student was 

wondering a lot about the man’s lifestyle before he was healed. So, I shared this story from Chicago. The room 

was silent and a bit wide-eyed, the way I picture the first day people passed by the freshly painted message. The 

kids understood this as bullying and that the man would no longer be sitting on that corner. We talked through it 

some, about how deciding someone is simply lazy is a way of letting ourselves off the hook. There’s a missing 

ending to this story, it leaves an ache.  

Jesus expected his disciples to heal people. And now these two stories have me asking myself, who needs the 

healing? Is healing “fixing” someone to become what we perceive as whole and right (or maybe less visible)? 

Were any temple-goers healed when they realized they could have performed a miracle themselves by letting 

this man into church all along? Or is healing experienced in small moments of wholeness by closing the lonely 

gap with a cheerfully sung greeting or a shared dollar; by standing in that vulnerable, broken space between that 

man’s story and my own, instead of wishing for a specific outcome. Now that he’s missing from that corner in 



 

 

Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth  Ministry Leader 

“Play is More than Just Fun” 

It is hard to believe the end of the school year is almost upon us! May has been a fun month and we’ve 

enjoyed a lot of games, like Telestrations and One Night Ultimate Werewolf, in addition to having some nice 

weather to get outside and play Wall Ball. It has been great to have evenings full of laughter and 

connections and play! 

Have you heard of Dr. Stuart Brown? He did a lot of 

research on violence and murder early in his career 

but as he continued to study and interview, he 

discovered that one of the most crucial aspects to 

those who ended up committing violent crimes or 

those who became healthy and successful was the 

role of play in their lives. He concluded that people 

with play deprivation (whether children, teens, or 

adults) experienced dangerous long-term effects. He 

published a book entitled “Play: How It Shapes the 

Brain, Opens the Imagination, and Invigorates the 

Soul” which expounded upon now play was not just 

for fun or to expend extra energy, but a crucial 

element in developing life skills necessary for crea                                                                         

tive thinking and social integration.  

Chicago, I realize he had taken a step into that vulnerable space. There was a temple there on that sidewalk 

in front of him, waiting to happen, with no rules about who could step in. By the sound of it, he was a pretty 

welcoming guy. 

Re-reading the story in Acts, I learned that the place the man sat asking for alms was known as Beautiful 

Gate. It was probably named for all the beauty it held beyond the threshold, in the well-guarded temple 

interior if you could just get in. That’s just a guess from context clues. If the disciples had travelled with 

money (something Jesus instructed them not to do), they might have simply given it and gone on to temple. 

Something very different happened; they saw the whole human. The kids and I wondered if the disciples 

were surprised, too, at what they could do. Jesus left them, and all of us, with a beautiful gate in our hearts, a 

desire to continue healing God’s world. These stories help me to see that the challenge is to look for the 

gates all over, without worrying about what’s on the other side. You never know what kind of temple will 

result.  



 

 

Youth Ministry continued - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth  Ministry Leader 

 

Dr. Brene Brown has also shared some tips on how to engage in healthy play by having us ask ourselves 

some questions, like: 

 What are things you do where you lose 

track of the passage of time? 

 Where you’re un-self conscious and free 

to be your inner child? 

 Where it isn’t something on your “To Do” 

list? 

 Where it might seem like it has no 

purpose, but you really enjoy it? 

 These are some clues as to what might 

be good, restorative play in your life. It 

might be reading, or taking a walk in 

nature, or painting, or working on your car, or dancing, or cooking. Whatever it is that inspires your 

soul, remember to keep playing! 

 



 

 

 

June, the Month of the Deacon - Laura Labrie 

I've been a member of this church since 1992.  I came first because two people I knew growing up invited 

me - my Aunt Judy (Chiott) and Mark Follansbee.  If I'm remembering correctly, I joined the choir after 

attending just a couple of times. I have been a member of the choir, a member of Christian Development 

twice, chair of that board once, and served as Church School director.   

I was asked several times about being a Deacon, and I mostly said no or not yet. It seemed an overwhelming 

task to be a Deacon, something I wasn't sure I was up for. But then I said yes. I'll be honest, it was a lot to 

take in at the beginning.  Even though I'd been a member for quite a few years, and attended regularly, I 

realized I hadn't really been paying attention to the array of things the Deacons have a hand in in the life of 

the church. It took time and some helpful mentoring, and I started to understand the role of the Deacon.   

One of the biggest lessons I have learned is that I don’t have to do all and be all as a Deacon. Collaboration 

is immensely important, and being able to lean on others on the Board has worked really well. One of the 

best parts is being a part of this amazing group of people who have agreed to use their gifts from God to 

give back to this church.  I am grateful for their diversity and creativity, and the discussions we have.  

Because the role of Deacon is so wide, there are opportunities to focus on aspects that we feel more 

passionately about and can engage in more fully. I'm so glad I said yes to this opportunity. It has given me 

new perspectives on my faith, my ideas of community, my part in this church family, and helped me grow as 

a leader. I figured it was my turn to serve, and I've gotten so much more from this experience than I had 

imagined.    

Over the next few weeks, you'll be hearing from some of our Deacons about the three areas we focus on as 

Deacons - worship leadership, church host, and caring for members and friends.  If you hear something that 

resonates with you and you'd like to know more, please talk with one of us. We’d love to have you shadow 

one of us in a Deacon “ride-along” to see for yourself what it’s like.   

I've listed the Deacons below. You might decide to join us in this opportunity to support our church and 

have an impact on the life of this wonderful community. It really is true -  church is stronger when more 

folks are involved, and by considering if being a Deacon could be a good fit for you, you are giving a gift to 

our church community, and a gift to yourself. 

• Laura Labrie  

• Ian Wheeler  

• Jackie Swartz  

• Mary-Katherine Stone  

• Griffiths Asava  

• Cindy Elcan 

• Matthieu Baillargeon  

• Colby Crehan 



 

 

New Members 

 Gary and Kristabeth live in the New North End of 

Burlington with their 19-year-old son, Ben, and their two 

German Shepherds, Bady and Niles. Gary works as Health 

Sciences Education Librarian at UVM's Dana Medical 

Library. Krisatbeth recently left an almost twenty-year 

career in ministry to start a business in ritual design and 

end-of-life planning. Gary enjoys riding his motorcycle 

around Vermont and Krisatbeth has fun training their 

two German Shepherds in Schutzhund. They both like to 

hike and read.  

David Brush 

The photo picture is me with my two grandchildren, 

Caroline five and Henry now three. Please feel free to 

edit what is written below as you wish. 

In brief I was born in New York City, then lived near 

Detroit, Michigan, but spent most of my life in 

Connecticut. My career centered around teaching history 

for 46 years, mainly US and European. I met my wife, 

Judy, at Concord College in West Virginia where I taught 

for five years as a history professor. We left the college 

soon after we were married in 1975 and moved to 

Connecticut where I taught at Pomfret School for 41 

years and my wife (who has since passed away) worked 

in the college counseling office. We had one child, a 

daughter, Kristen, who, with her husband and two 

children, live in Shelburne. After I retired two years ago I 

decided to move to Shelburne to be near them. I was a 

member of a UCC church in Woodstock Connecticut and 

I am happy to transfer my membership to this church. 

Linda Moulton 

I'm a retired physics/technology professor who journeyed to CSCC through many states (most recently 

South Carolina) and the Presbyterian, Unitarian, and Episcopal faiths. And I'm right glad to be here. 



 

 

 

Sue Kamp works at the Vermont Department 

of Health working with several chronic disease 

prevention programs. She has two children: 

Tucker who lives in Winooski with his wife, Alex 

and Blair, who is a senior at UVM. She lives in 

South Burlington with her husband, Ken.  

Jason and Natanya have enjoyed living in 

Burlington for the past couple years, and are so 

happy to have found a home at the College Street 

Church. Jason is the youth ministry leader here and 

Natanya is a trainer/facilitator for Prevent Child 

Abuse Vermont. They can be found happily 

exploring the outdoors by land and water (and 

occasionally jumping out of airplanes), or curled up 

at home by the fire reading or playing games with 

friends. If you’d like to get to know them more, ask 

them what “oasis” means to them! 

Amy Kiviranna   

I am originally from Florida, then lived in North Carolina for 

19 years before moving to Vermont in 2013. I stay busy by 

enjoying time with my family and friends, crafting, and 

working as a clinical social worker. I'm excited to become 

an official member of the College Street family! 



 

 

From the Council - Michelle Metzler, Vice President 

This month I attended the Franklin Graham event at the Essex Expo with several other members of council. 

I went in knowing very clearly the areas in which I disagree with Mr. Graham, so I chose to listen with the 

intent of finding areas of agreement. One moment in particular stood out to me. Mr. Graham stated clearly 

and certainly, to a venue full of adults and children: God loves you. God cares about you personally, and you 

matter to God. It is easy to find fault in the homophobia and Islamophobia of the Billy Graham Evangelical 

Association’s message, but I cannot recall a time in Vermont that I have seen such a large group of people 

be told in no uncertain terms that they matter to God. It was a reminder to me that it is rarely the case that 

something or someone is all good or all bad. Christ has called us to love our enemies, and I believe that 

love includes finding and building on areas of agreement. Acknowledging agreement does not mean I 

cannot then acknowledge our differences or disagreements, but it does mean that I seek to build up what is 

good rather than destroy what is hurtful. 

  

Yours in Christ, Michelle 

Financial Futures Committee  
– Elaine Hubert, Bill Harwood, Gail Stevenson, Andrea Rogers and Mark Dorgan  

Gift Planning 

Creating your legacy; how you can give 

Throughout the history of College Street Congregational Church, generations of members have thoughtfully 

and graciously provided financial support to the church in any number of ways.     

Have you ever heard of Ethel Scott?  If you have been a long-time member, you likely have, while others of 

you may only recognize that name as related to the Ethel Scott Trust, which has provided significant sup-

port of many critical projects and programs at the church.  Ethel, who passed away in 2011 at age 100, pro-

vided a seminal gift to the church, creating an amazing legacy that will forever impact College Street 

Church.  

In December 2018, we sadly lost another long-time member of the church, Avery Hall.   Throughout his dec-

ades-long involvement with College Street Church, his thoughtful leadership and engagement with the 

church was also reflected in his stewardship and generosity, which included providing a legacy gift through 

a trust he created. 

Both of these generous gifts were made by designating College Street Church as a beneficiary of accounts 

each individual created during their lifetimes.    Over the past two years, the Financial Futures Committee 

has been providing information on various options for you to consider in your long-term planning to benefit 

the church, and your family.   Naming the church as one of the beneficiaries of a retirement account, a trust, 

a life insurance policy or other financial accounts is a wonderful way to support the church and establish a 

legacy.   College Street Church is fortunate to have received many such gifts in its history, including those 

from Ethel Scott and Avery Hall.  

If you are interested in learning more about the numerous ways you may provide support to the church 

through long-term gift planning, please contact any member of the Financial Futures Committee—your in-

quiry will be treated confidentially.   Or start the conversation with your family, financial advisor, or attorney 

to determine what giving vehicles may be best for your specific circumstances.  



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

2 

10 am- Worship 

11:30 - Youth Choir 

3 

 

4 

7 pm - Deacons 

7 pm - Media Small 

Group 

5 

 

6 

12 pm - Brownbag 

Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Choir 

Practice 

7 8 

 

9 

 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 - COTS Lunches 

11:30 - Youth Choir 

11:45 am - Caring for                           

Aging Love Ones 

10 

 

11 

6:30 pm - Trustees 

Meeting 

 

 

12 

 

13 

12 pm - Brownbag 

Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Choir 

Practice 

14 15 

 

16 

10 am -  

Worship 

 

11:30 am - Prayer Shawl 

Group 

17 

 

18 

6:30 pm - Council 

Meeting 

7 pm - Media Small 

Group 

 

 

19 

 

20 

12 pm - Brownbag 

Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Choir 

Practice 

21 22 

7:30 pm Sellaria Trio 

Concert at CSCC 

23 

10 am - Worship 

 

24 

 

25 

9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 

7 pm - Media Small 

Group 

 

 

26 

6 pm - 

Christian Dev 

27 

9:30 am Meals on 

Wheels 

12 pm - Brownbag 

Bible Study 

5:30 pm 

Community 

Connections 

6 pm - Bell Choir 

Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Choir 

Practice 

28 29 

 

30 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 am - Party for Yona 

 

July 1 2 

7 pm - Deacons 

7 pm - Media Small 

Group 

3 4 

Independence Day 

Office Closed 

.. 

5 6 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 
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