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A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

 

These are some of the awesome ideas you shared for our building this past Sunday.  

If you weren’t able to make it, we were celebrating having paid off the mortgage (you 

missed cake). It’s pretty incredible, really – many of you contributed to the original capital 

campaign, and then when you had finished your commitment to that, you asked, “Is it ok if 

we give more to retire the mortgage?”  

It’s humbling and amazing to be your pastor.  

I love dreaming with you. Or, I should say, I love listening with you to try to hear God’s 

dreams, to catch glimpses of God’s dreams together. It’s neat to imagine the ways in which 

we could be leaders together in the community, using this gift of a building with which God 

has entrusted us. You’ve given me a lot to think about. 

One of the things that Community Connections has been trying to do is help empower folks 

who are hearing God’s call in a certain way to act on that. We can try lots of things - some 

things will work great once but are likely not something that can be repeated over and over; 

some things won’t work especially well. Some things will be things we want to try a number 

of times. In my experience, here’s what works best: Something that a small group of folks is 

passionate about doing and sharing with others. Examples of this include COTS lunches, our 

prayer shawl team, our Middle Eastern dance night, Parent’s Night out, Ride to Worship 

Sunday. There are many more… 

We’ve just spent Lent learning about each other and spending time together. I have seen 

the way we’ve been getting to know each other and building relationships. I see each 

Sunday how much we enjoy collaborating together. I hope that in May, we’ll take some time 

to slow down and listen together. (I know, I know, there’s a lot of stuff in our lives going on, 

especially around school.) But I hope, as Spring continues to burst out around us, that I’ll 
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choose to take some time to slow down a bit and walk a little; and that you’ll also find ways 

to slow down and just listen to God’s Spirit in whatever way is helpful to you.  

Than, maybe we’ll hear some things we want to try together. Maybe over coffee and cake 

you’ll be chatting with someone after church and they’ll say, “you know, I was sitting out on 

my back porch watching the bird feeder the other day, and I started thinking, wouldn’t it be 

neat if…” and then they’ll say that exact same thing that you were thinking in the shower a 

week or so back. And maybe someone nearby overhears and says, “yeah – I was thinking 

about that too!” 

If something like that happens to you, come to Community Connections or shoot me an email, 

and let’s see how we can make that happen. All it takes is 2-3 people interested in an idea, 

and we can figure out what it would take to try it.  

We’ve been given a great trust – this building, yes, but more importantly this community, a 

community of givers and leaders, of imagineers and architects, of artists and poets and cooks 

and teachers and healers and hopers. 

You are such a beautiful church. The building is nice, but God’s love radiating from you is the 

real beauty. 

I’m so grateful to be your pastor. 

  Ken 
 

From the Deacon’s - Cindy Elcan     

This quote came up when I googled the definition of Easter.   

 

 

If you want to know the truth, go to the internet, right?  We live in a world that 
tells us different answers for the same things.  It’s up to me to understand true 
from untrue and opinion from fact.  Yet this definition speaks to what Easter 
means for me.  I’m in charge of what I want this story to mean for me. 

It’s a story that provides assurances about how I am conducting my life.  It’s a 
story that keeps the questions I have about life alive.  It reminds me that I am 
created in the image of God. 

If you want to know the truth about Easter, go to church, right?  Sitting in the 
comfort of our sanctuary on Easter Sunday is surely the time I put all of my 
eggs in one basket.  The basket that is filled with the beauty of lilies and sweet smells, sunshine and 
spring, new beginnings and prayers for those who are suffering, forgiveness, comfort, love and pain, and 
most of all, hope and faith.   

I leave with new breath and I am raised up.  This is how I feel on Easter.  If I want to know the truth 
about Easter, I look in my basket. 

"Easter is the only time when it’s perfectly safe to put 

all of your eggs in one basket.” (Evan Esar) 



 

 

Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth  Ministry Leader 

The highlight of April in youth group was our Lock-In!  

In addition to enjoying pizza and a late-night 

movie, the youth got to experience a treasure 

hunt / escape room adventure that Rachel, 

Natanya, and I set up across the whole church. It 

was fun to see them work together to figure out 

the puzzles, find the clues, and unlock the 

various padlocks and boxes to find their way 

towards the end, or at least, 

the end for now.  

The story  

continues soon!  

 

 

Lastly, it was great to be at the Easter Sunrise 

Service at South Hero to support the youth who 

led out that brisk but bright morning experience! 

We’re so grateful to have them as part of our 

youth group and to support the leadership roles 

they’re taking on in their life as well.  

Thanks to everyone who helped make this a great 

month! 



 

 

Children’s Ministry  - Alison Pierce, Children’s Ministry Leader 

I really enjoy finding inspiration for how to connect our youngest in worship through themes 

and materials on Pan Gen Sundays. Ideas often come from chats with Ken or a visit to the 

Goodwill Store. On our first Sunday in April, in preparation for Easter, we created seed 

markers as little signs to show what we are 

sowing. You may have seen them displayed 

in our planters, declaring myriad ways of 

living in God’s kingdom as Jesus taught us, 

including: “Listen to yourself and to others,” 

“save the environment,” “speaking out,” “be 

grateful,” “the patience plant,” “share food,” 

and also, “puppies!”  I thought of all the 

seeds Jesus was sowing as he knew his time 

on earth was coming to an end. 

On Easter, we brought these seeds to life 

during Pan Gen, creating flowers to add to 

our planters. We talked about how this 

represents the growth and new life that Jesus 

promises when we live out the kingdom of God. 

Petals from deconstructed leis, pipe cleaners, 

and coffee filters were all combined into new 

flowers worthy of their hopeful seed markers. It 

was a heartwarming scene of young gardeners 

spread out across the sanctuary floor, quietly at 

work and also watchful of two baptisms right in 

our midst. Jesus started these gardens. Even as 

Spring seems so slow to break the surface this year, we join God in bringing the light that 

leads to longer days, joyful color, play, and puppies! 



 

 

Update on the Search for a New Music Director 
 

Martin Luther wisely said, "Music is the art of the prophets and the gift of God." We have 

shared the many gifts of Yona Yellin's music and music leadership for more than 30 years, 

but now she has chosen to move on.  I have the great pleasure of chairing the Personnel 

Committee, which has been working on developing a process for hiring a new Music 

Director.  Much progress has been made and we want to bring the church community up 

to date on where we are. A thorough process of engagement has led to the selection of a 

committee of 7 members that represent various constituencies: 

Jodi Auerbach-Johnson -- bell choir director 

Ben Cadwallader-Staub -- member of the congregation 

Rachel Cosgrove -- youth choir director 

Becky McMahon -- choir member 

Hunter Townsend -- personnel committee member 

Linda Wheeler -- choir member 

Ken White -- group facilitator 

This group has been working extremely hard to come up with a framework and guidelines 

for the process.  The UCC has a detailed questionnaire specifically designed to help church 

communities think through the tasks and skills the congregation finds most important in 

a new Music Director.  The committee has worked with these and a brief survey has been 

sent out to the congregation.  We are committed to making the process as open and 

transparent as possible within the constraints of time and resources. 

We are deeply indebted to Yona for so many things -- including taking on this summer's 

music program.  She will be leaving us on June 30th but has graciously agreed to plan the 

summer, which will, as usual, consist of performances by smaller groups and 

instrumentalists -- some lighter offerings for the warmer months. We will also engage one 

or several accompanists for the summer services so we will have a program all summer, as 

usual! 

We hope this is helpful to everyone -- please take the survey so we can have your input 

and the committees will continue to provide regular information. 

Yours in faith,  

Gail Stevens 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

28 
 
10 am - Worship 
11:30 - Youth Choir 

29 
 
 

30 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

 
 

May 1 
 
 

2 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

3 4 
 

5 
 
10 am- Worship 
 
11:30 - Youth Choir 
 
1 pm - COTS Walk 

6 
 
 

7 
 
6:30 pm - Deacons 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

8 
 

9 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

10 11 
 

7:30 pm  Aurora 

Chamber Singers 

Concert at CSCC 

12 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 - COTS Lunches 

11:30 - Youth Choir 

11:45 am - Caring for                           

Aging Love Ones 

13 
 

14 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees 
Meeting 
 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

17 18 
 

19 
 
     Bike to Worship Day 
 
 
 
 
 

10 am - Worship 

11:30 - Youth Choir 

11:30 am - Prayer Shawl 
Group 

20 
 

21 
 
6:30 pm - Council 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
 

22 
 
6 pm - 
Christian Dev 

23 
 
9:30 am Meals on 
Wheels 

12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

24 25 
 

26 
 
10 am - Worship 
 
11:30 - Youth Choir 

27 
 

28 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

 
 

29 
 

30 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 

5:30 pm 
Community 
Connections 

6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 

7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

31 June 1 
 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 
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