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A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

“Lovers are listeners to the heartbeats of each other.” 

This is one line tucked in one entry in this year’s Lenten devotions written by you. I don’t want to spoil the 

book for you, but it is beautiful. 

There’s an amazing amount of beauty to be heard in each other’s heartbeats. The perfect irregularities. The 

spaces between contractions, speaking of the spaces between worlds in orbit, connected by unseen forces. The 

incarnation of life as vibration, the metaphor for our innermost lives erupting every second or so. 

Thanks to the work of Stephanie Dorgan and Carol Altobelli and you, we have another opportunity to hear one 

another in new ways, to listen to each others’ heartbeats. The Lenten devotional booklet this year is 

outstanding. You can get it either in booklet form or as daily emails (see the P.S.). 

I shouldn’t be, but I’m always amazed by you. You listen to me every Sunday, all the while with such deep and 

beautiful thoughts and expressions of your own. It’s humbling. 

I think this is one of the reasons that group conversations appeal to me so much – I get to hear and engage 

and learn in ways that worship, as wonderful as it can be, simply does not afford. I’m looking forward to our 

Lenten small groups and all that can come out of those, but I’m selfishly really looking forward to the Monday 

night virtual meeting, where we’ll engage about the sermon scripture for the upcoming week.  

And small groups, as powerful as they are, are just one possibility of how we listen to each other. I know there 

are more, some of which we’ve found (such as our musical ensembles, our retreat, youth group, potlucks, time 

for kids) and others that are yet to be discovered. How do you think we could create space for us to engage 

each other? I’d love to hear your thoughts! 

As I mentioned last month, this February marked my fifth year of being your pastor. I don’t know why the 

number of fingers that typically terminate our hands should be meaningful, but 5’s and 10’s cause me to 

reflect, and I’ve been reflecting on my arrival here five years ago and the time since then. In going over the 

emails to and from the search committee, I’ve remembered the excitement at the possibilities as well as my 

infatuation with y’all as a small group and then as a church when I got to meet everyone. (This was true even 

after Julie sent me a picture of her daughter Rachel bundled up for a -33 wind chill.) 

I remember all that excitement and hope, but the best part is that it is much, much better than I imagined it 

could be. Y’all have been so kind and gracious to me. I’ve found over time that there are bigger cultural 

differences than I expected, and that I still have so much to learn about the culture, about church leadership, 

and about discipleship. And I learn a lot of that from you. 

So this column this month is just a really long way of saying thank you. I don’t get to spend time with each of 

you as I wish were possible, but y’all touch me and teach me and call me to be my better self. I love hearing 

your heartbeats, and in those heartbeats I hear God’s love. 

I’m so grateful to be your pastor. 

Ken 

P.S. Lenten devotionals will be available in church starting Sunday, March 10. You can also sign up for them to 

be emailed to you (once per day) by emailing Carol, our office administrator, or calling the office.  

Peace        

 

 

 



 

 

Ken 

Deacon’s 2018 Annual Report - Laura Labrie          
(accidentally omitted from the CSCC Annual Report. Enjoy!) 

  

Throughout this past year, as we continued in the traditional roles of Deacons and Stewards, we also continued to 

spend time discussing what it means to be a Deacon at CSCC, and we worked on updating tasks and procedures.  

For a more detailed description of what Deacons do, please see the document in the Church’s annual report.  

We’ve had a wonderful board, and we’ve done some challenging and important work. 

In April, we met at Ian’s house for a Deacon retreat.  We spent time getting to know each other, as well as 

reflecting on our own ways of ministering to others.  It was a very special and helpful way to aid us in our work as 

Deacons together.  We brainstormed ideas and made some decisions about the areas we thought most important 

on which to focus in 2018.  It was during this time that we also started to think about an All Church Retreat. 

In September, we helped to facilitate the first CSCC All Church Retreat.  It was an overnight event held at Camp 

Abnaki in North Hero.  We had a total of 66 people attend the retreat throughout the 2 days.  The weather was 

chilly and beautiful, and we had wonderful opportunities to gather, play and worship together. A survey was sent 

to those who attended - here is a summary of the responses (16): 

On a 5 point scale, with 5 being the most satisfied overall with the retreat, 88% gave a 4 or 5 

In response to whether we should host another retreat next year, 69% said yes, 31% were unsure 

Overwhelmingly, attendees were impacted most by the opportunities to get to know others through playing, 

singing, eating and worshipping together 

Many of the ideas for improvement focused on ways to be more inclusive and accessible, and having even more 

time to connect with others 

Early in 2019, we will begin a discussion about the possibility of another retreat, and if so, what shape it would 

take.  We welcome feedback and ideas as we move forward with this discernment. 

Some of the special services held in 2018 included an outdoor service in July and Blessing of the Pets.  For the 

outdoor service, the weather was a bit dicey and the expectation was low regarding turnout. We were pleasantly 

surprised by the blessing of around 60 people of all ages who braved the rain to worship together and sing songs 

accompanied by guitars played by youth and adults members of CSCC.  In October, we offered a Blessing of the 

Pets service, and it was well attended by several pets and their families.  There were homemade dog biscuits for 

Communion, made by Karin Hammer, and youth members joined the Deacons in serving the biscuits, bread, and 

juice. 

Going forward, we are continuing to look at ways to welcome and support those in our CSCC community.  We have 

started to host a Caring for Aging Loved Ones small group, and we will be hosting a Welcome to the World 

celebration in March to greet the newest and youngest members of our community.  

Heading into 2019, we have 6 Deacons who will be returning - Jackie Swartz, Mary-Katherine Stone, Cindy Elcan, 

Ian Wheeler, Griffiths Asava and Laura Labrie.  Those who will be departing or have already departed are Nolan 

Titcomb, Marylou Crooks, Roy V. Hill II, and Laura Engelken.  Nolan’s thoughtful insights and willing enthusiasm, 

Marylou’s vast experience and compassionate spirit, Roy’s wonderful sharing of relevant events and new readings, 

and Laura’s creative and spirit-filled ideas, knack for organization and great wit will be so very much missed on 

the Board.  While I have so enjoyed working with this group, I also look forward to working with a new mix of 

Deacons in 2019. 

 

Respectfully submitted,  

Laura Labrie, chair of the Board of Deacons 



 

 

Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth  Ministry Leader 

February has been an incredible month for exploring 

relationships in our society on both the big and small 

scale. Two of our youth group nights have been centered 

around celebrating Black History Month and discussing 

the challenges of racism. Our evening of conversations 

around division in our world sparked a lot of insightful 

comments and questions from our youth. It can be easy to 

get tunnel vision on a specific type of racism and be blind 

to the prejudice we show each other in systemic and 

subtle ways, in addition to how we discriminate based on 

gender, class, disabilities, and just about any other way we 

find to categorize and label each other. It is a beautiful 

truth to realize that we can choose to treat others not 

based on what value they offer us but instead based on 

the principle of love which values everyone. We have a lot 

of work to do to resist the oppression of discrimination 

and division, and we have hope that love still wins. 

We also had the opportunity to watch the amazing movie, The Hate U Give 

and discuss the intense and thought-provoking themes of race relations, 

police brutality, gang oppression, and code switching. We were inspired by 

the strong, beautiful portrayals of black characters, especially families and 

youth discovering what it means to use their voice for good. There was so 

much good material to dig into that we’re still processing it! We highly 

recommend the movie. 

Lastly, in Faith Formation Class 

on Sundays, we’ve been 

discussing dating and 

relationships. So far we’ve been 

discussing the basics for how to be a good friend 

and to treat others with love and respect. We’ve 

also talked about how a lot of times when it comes 

to dating and sexuality, people – especially church 

people – tend to operate based on a list of dos and 

don’ts, and how often 

times that method has 

its limitations. What we 

really want is to go further into discovering what it means to be 

healthy and holistic in our own identity and our relationships with 

others, to envision what it looks like to experience that, and then to 

think about what practical choices either contribute to or deter us 

from the life of love God desires for us. 



 

 

Children’s Ministry  - Alison Pierce, Children Ministry Leader 

I am very excited about the new story Bibles we are gifting to our young families on BYOB Sunday, March 10. 

Published in 2018, “Growing in God’s Love: A Story Bible” is written and illustrated with the hopes of being 

accessible for differently abled children and for families of all kinds, while also using inclusive language for 

God. Until now, that has not been so easy to find! The book contains about 150 stories, carrying us through 

the Old & New Testaments with helpful introductions. Included are questions at the end of each story to 

help us wonder and find connection to our own lives. Some of the titles also do this well, by presenting a 

theme you can turn to at specific times, such as “A Family Changes Its Shape” or “Best Friends” or “Help Me, 

God!” Flipping through this book, you might find the number of women’s stories remarkable -- as we did 

recently at a Christian Dev board meeting. I also enjoyed a special thematic section of stories that pull from 

several ancient biblical voices at once. For example, I had to stop and read the one entitled, “Where Does 

God Live?” Based on Exodus 3:1-6, Psalm 29:3, Matthew 3:16, and Acts 2:2.  

As eager as we have been to present these to families along with new student Bibles to our 5th – 8th 

graders, we hoped that waiting for Lent would have special significance. Taking up a faith practice during 

the 6 weeks of Lent is such a beautiful invitation. The editor of “Growing in God’s Love”, Elizabeth F. 

Caldwell, speaks to this in her introduction: 

“As a parent, you look at your phone or watch and wonder about the time this practice will require and how 

and when it can fit in to the schedule of a busy family. This practice of reading and wondering about Bible 

stories requires letting go of chronos (clock) time and moving into kairos (right or opportune) time. So put 

aside the attention to the minutes required and move into a space that is God’s time. Investing in a child’s 

spiritual formation is an opportunity to grow in faith with your child, as, together, you read, hear, imagine, 

ask questions about, and consider the invitation the story is offering.” 

I am so grateful for how this faith community helps to keep me always moving––(even when I mess up or 

let the clock dictate too much)––moving toward the invitation of the Spirit, the more of God, the joy of 

kairos. Thanks for your generous support which helps us gift our kids and families with these Bibles. We 

hope everyone can experience BYOB Sunday and Lenten practices and groups as a welcome invitation.  

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Music Notes – March, 2019  - Yona Yellin, Music Director 

 

The Senior Choir is preparing and practicing some lovely anthems for the season of Lent: 
 

March 10 – Agnus Dei (Lord Have Mercy) – W.A. Mozart – (age 16) 

March 17 – Wondrous Love – Arr. Alice Parker and Robert Shaw 

March 24 – The Lamb – John Tavener – Words by William Blake (a very interesting and challenging piece) 

March 31 – Create in Me, O God –– Johannes Brahms 

April 7     – The Least of These – This beautiful text is from Julie Cadwallader Staub. Members of the   

  choir and others from the congregation commissioned James Biery to compose the 

  music, which we received only this week.  We have enjoyed singing a number of his 

  pieces in the past and look forward to learning and presenting this very meaningful 

  new anthem.   



 

 

From the Council  - Laura Engelken, Council President 
 

Greetings all! 

One of the various topics our church leadership teams will be addressing this year is that of 

congregational safety. While few people like to think about an emergency or bad thing 

happening, it is true that being prepared can lead to better outcomes in incidents such as 

fires, severe weather, or a violent intruder. Emergency preparedness is not only a good thing to 

do but it is also the responsible thing, so that we might be better able to care for ourselves 

and others should the need arise. 

This month we will be creating a CSCC 

Safety Team comprised of staff, board 

members, and volunteers. This group will 

begin reviewing current procedures to 

determine an effective safety plan for 

our congregation. Fortunately, we are not 

the only ones doing this work, so we’ve 

already created a draft plan drawing 

upon the wisdom of other congregations. 

We have also identified helpful online 

resources from the Vermont Homeland Security Administration and other agencies. Once we 

have finalized an overall safety plan, the Safety Team will work to distribute this information 

to the congregation, as well as assist in conducting at least one safety drill per year. 

(Personally, I’m advocating for a summer-time evacuation drill where there is Ben & Jerry’s ice 

cream at the reunification point!) The Safety Team will also be responsible for evaluating how 

well our guidelines and procedures worked following a drill and/or incident, and making any 

necessary additions/improvements. 

If you might be interested in being a member of the Safety Team for the 2019-2020 church 

year, please don’t hesitate to contact me at engelken@gmail.com. 

 

Best, 

Laura Engelken, 

CSCC Council President 

 



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Feb 24 
 
 

25 
 

26 
 

27 28 Mar 1 2 

3 
 
10 am- Worship 
 
11:30 am - Children’s Choir 
 

4 
 

5 
 
6:30 pm - Deacons 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

6 
 
7 pm - Ash 
Wednesday 

7 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

8 
 
5:30 pm - 
Parents 
Night Out 

9 
 
 

10 
 
9 am - New Member Group 
10 am - Worship-BYOB 
11:30 - COTS Lunches 
11:30 - The Bible Story 
11:30 - Youth Choir 
11:45 am - Caring for                           
Aging Love Ones 

11 
 
6:30 pm - 
Worship Sous 
Chef 

12 
 
7:30 am - Men’s 
Morning Breakfast 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

13 
 

14 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
1 pm - Meditation 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

15 16 
 

17 
 
9 am - New Member Group 
10 am - Worship 
11:30 - The Bible Story 
11:30 - Youth Choir 
11:30 - Prayer Shawl Group 
6:30 pm -  Story & Soup 
Group 

18 
 
6:30 pm - 
Worship Sous 
Chef 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
6:30 pm - Council 
Meeting 
 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
7 pm - Spiritual 
Memoir Book 
Group 

20 
 

21 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

22 
 

23 
 

24 
 
9 am - New Member Group 
10 am - Worship 
11:30 - The Bible Story 
11:30 - Youth Choir 
6:30 pm - Story & Soup 
Group 

25 
 
6:30 pm - 
Worship Sous 
Chef 

26 
 
9:30 am - Staff Mtg. 
7 pm - Media Small 
Group 

 
 

27 
 
6 pm - 
Christian Dev 

28 
 
9:30 am Meals on 
Wheels 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
1 pm - Meditation 
5:30 pm 
Community 
Connections 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

29 30 
 

31 
 
9 am - New Member Group 
10 am - Worship 
11:30 - The Bible Story 
11:30 - Youth Choir 
6:30 pm - Story & Soup 
Group 

April 1 
 
6:30 pm - 
Worship Sous 
Chef 

2 
 
7pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
 

3 4 
 
2 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
1 pm - Meditation 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

5 6 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 



 

 

Deacons: 

Griffiths Asava 

Cindy Elcan 

Laura Labrie 

Mary Katherine Stone 

Jackie Swartz 

Ian Wheeler 

 

 

College Street Congregational Church 

265 College St. 

Burlington, VT 05401 

The Banner is the monthly newsletter published 

by College Street Congregational Church. 

Email: caltobelli@collegestreetchurch.org 

Church Council: 
 

President– Laura Engelken 

Vice President - Michelle Metzler 

Treasurer- Claire Willis 

Clerk– Karen Hammer Williamson 

Mark Dorgan   Fran Griffis 

Stephanie Dorgan  Jess Lilly 

Church Staff: 

Pastor:  Rev. Ken White 

Music Director:  Yona Yellin 

Children’s  Ministry Leader:  Alison Pierce 

Youth Ministry Leader:  Jason Vanderlaan 

Office Manager:  Carol Altobelli 

Church Sexton:  Tim Gibbo 

Custodian:  Audrey King 


