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A Note from the Pastor - Reverend Ken White 

Happy New Year! 

It is such a gift to start this year with you. 

Last year was full and rich, and I’ll describe that pretty thoroughly in my contribution to the church’s annual 

report. There is one event I wanted to revisit, however, because I felt it was a snapshot of our church. You 

might have heard me say before that our choir is a one of these things – it encapsulates so much of what I feel 

church is at its best. Choir welcomes everyone who wants to be part of it and finds ways to use everyone’s gifts, 

but it also is a community that pursues excellence without “settling”. Different folks have to figure out how to 

get along. I want to pastor like Yona directs.  

But in this space I want to lift up the church retreat this past September. It had so much about it that makes 

church church.  

First off, there were a lot of us – more than we had any right to expect, to be honest. After all, this was the first 

time for this, it was a ways away, I didn’t communicate especially well beforehand, and it took commitment. It 

was amazing to have so many of you dedicate a weekend to this. 

Second, we got to spend time with each other in new ways, learning about each other as artists, poets, 

musicians, servers, human foosball players, frisbee throwers, joke-tellers, mandala makers, dish washers, and 

so much more. Church at its best gets us in the pews and then out of the pews, seeing each other more fully as 

gifted children of God. 

Also, it is iterative. We learned some things that went really well and that resonated with people. We also 

learned some things that we could do better. This takes people who trust enough to share what might not 

have felt great to them, and a group of deacon leaders who are more interested in continuing to get better 

than in massaging their collective ego. For 2000 years, the church has been iterating. Individually and 

collectively, we’re growing into the image of God and the body of Christ that we are called to be.  

Finally – and this is the most important – it was Christ-centered. We each came to the retreat for different 

reasons. For some of us, it sounded like fun. For others, it was a challenge to step outside our comfort zone. For 

still others, it connected us with meaningful moments from our past. Each of us had different reasons, but the 

central connection was our shared experience of the Good News of Jesus Christ. That means different things to 

each of us - and those differences are another gift we have – but the love and hope we experience in Christ 

connect each of us to each other. 

If you read church literature, you’ll see lots of hand-wringing over the future of the Church. I have no fears or 

concerns about the future of Christ’s church. My goal is to live in such a way as to be part of it. Christ’s church 

will do just fine, even if it becomes something different than what we’re used to or what we expect. But 

however it might look in the future, I think the church will continue to have these four qualities: People show 

up on purpose. People spend time with each other. People work together in humility and kindness to figure 

out how better to share God’s love. And at the center of it all, what brings us all together, is the grace of Jesus 

Christ, showing us how to love and giving us the power to do so.  

I think that’s transformative - to us, and to the church.  

I’m so blessed to be part of this church with you, to get to know you and your gifts and struggles, and to share 

with you and learn from you.  

 

I’m so grateful to be your pastor. 

Peace, 

 

 

 

Ken 



 

 

Financial Futures Committee 
(Mark Dorgan, Bill Harwood, Elaine Hubert, Andrea Rogers, Gail Stevenson) 
 

Mortgage Reduction -- More good news, we're almost there! 

In last month's Banner, we reported that the church was only $20,000 away from the goal of totally retiring the 

mortgage early next year, which would free the 2019 budget from mortgage payments and let us focus on more 

important priorities.   

New contributions have come in since then, and the picture is even rosier.  We are now at the $10,000 mark and 

closing in on our goal.  Reducing the mortgage from its original $400,000 to $10,000 is a remarkable achievement, 

and thanks go to everyone who has contributed.  We are truly blessed.  To pay off the mortgage, which we hope to 

do by February, we welcome additional gifts.  The result will have long-term positive effects. 

Elaine Hubert 

From the Deacons - Laura Engelken 

An Invitation to Scooch  

As some of you may know, one of the major roles of the Board of Deacons is 

to assist in hosting worship each Sunday. Along with adding numbers to the 

hymn board, recording the joys and concerns raised in community prayer, 

and setting the alarm after everyone has left the building, it includes sitting 

in the back of the sanctuary to be available if any concerns arise during the 

service.  

This past December, it was my turn to serve as “Deacon of the Month” and 

perform these tasks on Sundays. Sitting behind the last set of pews always 

offers an interesting perspective on our collective worship together, and 

this month one potential need for our community became particularly clear 

to me. It is the need to scooch. 

I believe “scotch” is a technical term for moving one’s seat. It was one often 

used by my mother, as in “Scotch over so your little brother can see the picture book too.” In our case at College 

Street, it is an invitation to move toward the center of each line of pews.  

So many times this December, I saw multiple people enter after the service had begun and stand puzzled in the 

back of the sanctuary. Although there was plenty of room in the pews, it seemed impossible to find a seat – 

especially one that would not require disrupting people already in the row or walking toward the front. 

There are many reasons why some folks might arrive at service a little late: 

• It is hard not to play multiple rounds of “Snooze Hockey” when your alarm goes off on the one day of 

the week you are actually able to sleep in. 

• Wrangling the multiple members of your household, particularly the littlest among you, to successfully 

arrive anywhere at any time is an achievement. 

• Given the past hurts and harms you’ve experienced at the hands of Christian community, it is much 

safer to arrive after everyone is seated and engaged and slip out before anyone notices you. 

So I’d like to suggest a potential New Year’s resolution with an invitation to scotch – to move toward the middle 

of the pew when you arrive to provide an easily accessible welcome to all. And for those of you who might 

appreciate the extra challenge, you might even experiment with scooching forward a row or two as well. Not only 

might this offer an interesting new vantage point, it may help late arriving members and friends be assured that 

there is more than enough room for them in our community. 



 

 

  Youth Ministry  - Jason Vanderlaan, Youth & Ministry Leader 
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From the Trustee’s  - Dave Bowers 

Closing Out 2018 and Welcoming 2019 

As we end 2018, we reflect on the many great accomplishments of the year. Through generous gifts we’ve greatly 

reduced our mortgage debt, continued repairs to the exterior of the building, and ordered new windows for the 

office space, which will reduce heat loss and make the space more comfortable and energy efficient.  

 But, 2018 is also expected to close the year with a minor deficit. There were a few pledges that were not met for a 

variety of reasons. We expect the deficit to be small and one we can absorb rather than withdraw from permanent 

funds. 

 As we enter 2019, we are finalizing the budget and will present the draft on Sunday, January 6. This is your 

opportunity to participate in directing our budget before it is presented at annual meeting. As with every year, we 

are faced with choices about where to spend our money. The boards and trustees have used our Mission and 

Vision Statement as guiding principle to prioritize need to allot funds. That said, there is always more opportunity 

to expand our outreach than funds available.  

I hope you’ll join our budget review. Thank you to all for the wonderful gifts of time and money that support our 

church financially and spiritually. 

Message From the Council  - Ashley Couture, Council President 

As is often the case for me with the passage of time, it is hard for me to imagine that I have been serving as President of 

Council for almost 2 years.  It has been a true blessing to serve in this way.  Thank you for allowing me the opportunity.  

Similar to other times I have served on Council, I have experienced personal spiritual growth, profound gratefulness for 

the leadership we have at College Street and moments of pure excitement and joy as we laugh together and as I reflect 

on the past two years and look forward to what might be.  We have had some large losses as a congregation saying 

goodbye to Dot Carpenter, Millicent Wettstein, Don Johnstone, Walt Bruska and Avery Hall.  We have had some changes in 

Youth Ministry, housekeeping and nursery staff.  Yet this past year has had a familiar peacefulness to it, even as I see 

more and more new faces and hear more and more names of new folks joining small group ministries.  I am not sure 

that Ken would agree as he seems to get busier and busier!  We can agree though, that we have enjoyed a year full of 

events that bring us deeper into meaningful fellowship together.  The following are highlights from the past year: 

• Newer members were led by Sarah Kulig and Mark Hengtsler through a new curriculum exploring gifts. 

• We hosted a series of several Spring Fellowship Potlucks offering a chance for smaller groups of folks to get to know 

each other better while enjoying yummy eats. 

• We collaborated to engage in our First Annual All Church Retreat at Camp Abnaki in North Hero and played some 

awesome human foosball. 

• We welcomed Jason Vanderlaan into the role of Youth Leader to share Children’s and Youth Ministry with Alison 

Pierce. 

• Our Visitation Ministry Team under the skilled and compassionate leadership of Elaine Hubert has added new visitors 

to their team and has visited more College Street members who aren’t able to regularly join worship. 

• We added a successful silent auction component to our annual Holiday Service Auction. 

• We had an amazingly rich (pun intended) and faith focused presentation by our Financial Futures Committee. 

• We joined together with other UCC churches in the area to march in the PRIDE parade and Ken preached from a float 

all the way down Church Street! 

• Under the skilled leadership of our Trustees we approached our Budget development in a new way this year by 

encouraging Boards to develop Aspirational Budgets. 

• We moved monthly COTS lunches preparation to the space where we share Hospitality to make it more accessible to 

all to participate.  

And there are any number of additional things happening in the background, under the radar, that I am completely 

missing but others surely are not.  I love this congregation to the moon and back.  Thank you for supporting Council’s 

leadership.  



 

 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY  THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 

Dec 30 
 

31 
 

January 1 

 

2 
 

3 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

4 5 

6 
 
10 am- Worship 
 
11:30 am -  
Caring for Loved Ones 
 
11:30 am 
Congregational Budget 
Presentation Meeting 
 
11:30 am - Children’s 
Choir 
 

7 
 

8 
 
6:30 pm - Trustees 
Meeting 
 

9 
 

10 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
1 pm - Meditation 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

11 
 

12 
 
2 pm 
Avery Hall 
Memorial Service 

13 

10 am – Worship 
 
11:30 - COTS Lunches 
 
11:30 - Children’s 
Choir 

14 

 

15 

6:30 pm - Council 

Meeting 

7pm - Media Small 
Group 

16 

 

17 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

18 
 

19 

 

20 
 
10 am – Worship 
 
11:30 am - Prayer 
Shawl 
 
11:30 - Children’s 
Choir 

21 

 

22 
 
7pm - Media Small 
Group 
 
7 pm– Spiritual 
Memoir Book 

 
 
 

23 

6 pm - 

Christian Dev 

24 
 
9:30 am Meals on 
Wheels 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
5:30 pm -  
Community 
Connections 

25 

 

26 

 

27 
 
10 am – Worship 
 
11:30 - Annual Mtg. 
 
11:30 - Children’s 
Choir 

28 

 

29 
 

9:30 am Staff Mtg. 

7pm - Media Small 
Group 

 
 

30 31 
 
12 pm - Brownbag 
Bible Study 
 
6 pm - Bell Choir 
Rehearsal 
 
7:30 pm - Choir 
Practice 

Feb  1 2 

For the most  up-to-date Calendar, visit our website! 



 

 

 

Deacons: 
 

Laura Labrie 

Griffiths Asava 

Marylou Crooks 

Laura Engelken 

Roy V. Hill II 

 

 

 

 

Mary Katherine Stone 

Jackie Swartz 

Nolan Titcomb 

Ian Wheeler 

 

 

Church Staff: 
 

Pastor  
Rev. Ken White 
 

Music Director 
Yona Yellin 
 

Children’s  Ministry Leader 
Alison Pierce 
 

Youth Ministry Leader 
Jason Vanderlaan 
 

Office Manager 
Carol Altobelli 
 

Church Sexton 
Tim Gibbo 
 

Custodian 
Audrey King 

College Street Congregational Church 

265 College St. 

Burlington, VT 05401 

The Banner is the monthly newsletter published 

by College Street Congregational Church. 

Email: caltobelli@collegestreetchurch.org 

Church Council: 
 

President- Ashley Couture 

Treasurer- Claire Willis 

Clerk- Don Swartz 

Dave Bowers   Fran Griffis 

Stephanie Dorgan  Jess Lilly 

Laura Engelken    

 

Please join us on Sunday, January 27th after service for College Street 

Congregational Church Annual Meeting.  This is an opportunity to celebrate 

God's work through our congregation in the past year, and look forward to the 

excitement of 2019.  This is the meeting where we make our corporate decisions 

around budget and governance for 2019, so please mark your calendar and plan 

to attend. Everyone matters! Childcare and a light lunch will be provided. 


